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Itawamba  BSU  travels  to  “melting  pot 


99 


Itawamba  Community  College  Baptist  Student  Union  nrembers  who  traveled  to 
Chicago  on  a  mission  trip  were,  from  left,  front  row,  Paula  Stephens,  Noel  Edmonsen, 
Debbie  Hayse;  second  row,  Rickey  Kelly,  Barry  Linton,  Dawn  Kitchens:  third  row, 
Darrell  Hathcock,  Wayne  Vandiver  (BSU  director),  Trent  Long,  and  Terry  Tutor. 


By  Wayne  Vandiver 
Involving  college  students  in  mis- 
~sions  has  always  been  one  of  the  foun¬ 
dational  goals  of  Baptist  Student 
Union.  In  fact,  missions  is  one  of  the 
pillars  on  which  the  total  BSU  pro¬ 
gram  rests;  the  others  being 
evangelism  and  Bible  study. 

One  of  the  ways  students  can  get  in¬ 
volved  in  missions  through  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Student  Union  at  Itawamba  Com¬ 
munity  College  is  by  participating  in 
short-term  mission  projects.  These 
projects  usually  last  one  to  two  weeks 
and  take  place  during  Christmas 
break,  spring  break,  or  when  school 
is  out  in  May.  In  the  past  three  years, 
students  from  the  ICC  BSU  have  been 
everywhere  from  Daytona  Beach,  FL 
to  Lindsay,  CA.  They  have  done 
everything  from  witnessing  on  the 
beaches  in  Florida  to  helping  turn  an 
old  store  building  into  a 'preschool 


VBS  can  provide  force 

for  summer  evangelism 


By  Frank 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  While  some  30,000  churches  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  conducting  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School  this  summer,  Lakeview  Baptist  CTiurch 
in  Ibllahassee,  is  preparing  for  a  VBS  Explosion. 

VBS  Explosion,  a  pn^ram  under  development  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  is  a  summer-long 
involvement  in  Vacation  Bible  School  and  relies  on  the 
strengths  of  the  program  to  increase  evangelism  and 
enrollment  at  the  church,  explained  Sharon  Smith, 
minister  of  education. 

The  church  is  participating  in  a  pilot  project  for  VBS 
Explosion. 

Materials  for  the  program  will  be  available  from  the 
board  in  October  1988,  said  Art  Burcham,  supervisor  of 
small  Sunday  School  administration  and  project  promo¬ 
tion  in  the  board’s  Sunday  School  department. 

With  VBS  Explosion,  Lakeview  Baptist  (Tiurch  will 
conduct  a  two-week  VBS  at  the  church,  multiple 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs  and  a  Mission  Vacation  Bible 
School  which  will  be  the  impetus  for  a  new  Sunday 
school. 

“The  idea  is  to  maximize  the  potential  for  evangelism 
and  enrollment.  The  three  types  of  VBS  can  be  used  by 
churches  as  their  summer  program  for  evangelism,” 
Burcham  said.  “We  believe  every  church  can  have  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School.  We  want  to  see  many  churches  go 
beyond  a  single  VBS  for  a  summer  emphasis  on' 
evangelism.” 

Lakeview  Baptist  recorded  27  professions  of  faith  in 
Vacation  Bible  School  last  year  and  has  a  goal  of  50  pro- 


Wm.  White 

fessions  of  faith  this  summer,  Smith  explained.  The  two- 
week  VBS  is  helpful  in  developing  professions  of  faith, 
in  CJhrist,  he  added,  noting,  “We  get  more  professions  of 
faith  with  a  two-week  school  than  a  one-week  school.” 

Despite  the  apparent  evangelistic  advantages  of  a-two- 
week  Vacation  Bible  Sc1kx)1,  the  trend  is  toward  one-week 
schools,  Burcham  said. 

“Our  statistics  show  that  more  children  make  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  in  a  longer  school.  The  trend  creates  a 
challenge  for  commitment  and  good  training  for  workers 
in  a  one-week  school,”  Burcham  said. 

Throughout  the  convention,  there  were  34,970  Vacation 
Bible  Schools,  Mission  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  and 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs  held  in  1986.  That  is  a  decrease 
from  the  35,185  schools  conducted  the  previous  summer. 

Enrollment  for  1986  was  3,278,2%  —  a  decrease  from 
3,304,463  in  1985. 

Despite  the  decreases  in  number  of  schools  and  enroll¬ 
ment,  professions  of  faith  in  Christ  increased.  There  were 
57,455  professions  of  faith  reported  by  churches  from 
.  Vacation  Bible  Schools  in  1986,  compared  with  51,420 
recorded  in  1985. 

Mat^  of  the  prospective  church  members  found  in  VBS 
will  make  professions  of  faith  after  they  are  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School,  Burcham  said. 

In  1906,  churches  reported  578,593  prospwts  discovered 
—  a  decrease  from  the  609,533  reported  in  1985.  Of  the 
prospects  reported  in  1986,  churches  reported  274,004  ac¬ 
tually  added  to  the  Sunday  School  rolls.  That  statistic  is 
new  on  the  VBS  report,  Burcham  said. 

Frank  Wm.  White  writes  for  the  BSSB. 


daycare  center  in  California. 

The  most  recent  ICC  BSU  mission 
trip  was  taken  by  eleven  people  who 
met  at  5:15  a.m.,  Saturday,  May  16, 
at  the  ICC  BSU  Onter.  Their  destina¬ 
tion  was  Uptown  Baptist  CTiurch, 
(Chicago,  IL. 

Uptown  Baptist  (^urch  is  located  in 
the  heart  of  Chicago  just  five  blocks 
north  of  the  downtown  area.  The 
building  formerly  belonged  to  a  Con¬ 
gregational  church  before  being  sold 
to  the  present  Baptist  congregation  in 
1981.  The  church  was  constituted  in 
1976  under  the  leadership  of  their  pre¬ 
sent  pastor,  James  Queen.  He  had 
grown  up  in  this  area  and  had  a 
burden  to  reach  this  area  for  CTirist. 
The  church  met  in  his  home  at  first, 
then  a  warehouse,  then  a  storefront, 
and  finally  in  its  present  location. 

The  neighborhood  that  this  church 
serves  can  truly  be  called  a  “melting 
pot,”  since  it  has  every  color  of  skin 
and  many  different  languages  spoken 
within  its  small  area.  Uptown  Baptist 
Church  has  six  congregations  of  dif¬ 
ferent  language  groups.  Pastor 
Queen,  as  he  is  called  by  his  con¬ 
gregation,  is  a  Southern  Baptist  home 
missionary. 

Assisting  him  are  three  associate 
pastors  who  raise  their  own  support 
through  Mission  Service  Corps,  two 
youth  ministers  who  are  paid  through 
the  Home  Mission  Board  as  youth  in¬ 
terns,  and  six  volunteer  pastors  for 
the  “other  than  English”  -congrega¬ 
tions.  The  only  staff  members  actual¬ 
ly  paid  by  the  church  are  the 
secretary  and  the  live-in  custodian. 

One  of  the  sf>ecial  things  about  do¬ 
ing  a  mission  project  at  this  church 
was  sharing  in  a  nightly  debriefing 
with  one  of  the  pastors  or  youth 
ministers. 

Here  is  a  partial  listing  of  some  of 
the  projects  and  activities  the 
students  took  part  in: 

—  Visiting  and  witnessing  to  people 
in  apartment  buildings  and  on  the 
street  near  the  church; 

—  Painting  Sunday  School  rooms 
and  the  church  foyer; 

—  Cleaning  windows,  window  sills, 
bathrooms,  floors,  closets,  toolroom, 
and  offices; 

—  Helping  with  Bible  studies  in 
halfway  houses  for  former  institu¬ 
tionalized  mental  patients; 

—  Visiting  local  nursing  homes  and 
'spending  time  with  some  of  the 
patients; 

—  Cleaning  elderly  people’s 
apartments; 

—  Helping  a  woman  move  to 
another  apartment; 

—  Helping  provide  an  evening  meal 


for  the  street  people; 

—  Helping  distribute  commodity 
food  items  to  the  poor  people  of  the 
community; 

—  Teaching  children  and 
preschoolers  in  Sunday  School  and  in 
the  weekly-^  “Laugh  and  Learn” 
program ; 

—  Babysitting  for  staff  members 
and  people  involved  in  home  Bible 
studies; 

—  Leading  in  the  music  service  on 
Wednesday  night; 

—  Tutoring  junior  high  students ; 

—  Helping  with  junior  high,  high 
school,  and  senior  adult  Bible  studies. 

Some  notes  of  explanation  might  be 
appropriate  for  some  of  these  ac¬ 
tivities.  The  halfway  houses  were  old 
hotel  buildings  no  less  than  four 
stories  tall.  Uptown  has  the  highest 
concepp-ation  of  these  halfway  houses 
in  Chicago. 

The  youth  group  was  composed  of 
80  percent  black,  15  percent  Puerto 
Rican,  and  5  percent  white.  These 
kids  shared  some  interesting  facts 
with  the  BSU  students  concerning  the 
street  gangs.  It  seems  that  these 
gangs  have  certain  colors  they  are 
supposed  to  wear  and  even  go  so  far 
as  identify  each  other  even  by  the  way 
one’s  arms  are  crossed.  To  hear  them 
talk  was  to  grow  in  appreciation  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  small  town  in  northeast 
Mississippi. 

The  students  discovered  that  most 
of  the  people  smiled  and  welcomed 
them  and  listened  to  them  as  they 
shared  about  Jesus  and  the  church.  In 
fact,  the  only  problem  they  had  in 
visiting  here  was  getting  through  the 
security  systems  of  the  various 
buildings.  ' 

Another  eye-opening  experience 
was  helping  feed  the  street  people. 
These  people  have  no  home,  so  they 
literally  sleep  on  the  streets.  It  was 
not  uncommon  to  look  out  the  window 
and  see  two  or  three  of  them  asleep 
on  the  church  steps.  Just  to  watch 
them  come  into  the  church  basement 
and  sit  down  to  eat  was  a  learning  ex¬ 
perience.  Some  seemed  very  ap¬ 
preciative.  Others  seemed  to  have  a 
“you  owe  it  to  me"  attitude.  The  sad¬ 
dest  part  was  to  see  the  children  that 
were  a  part  of  this  group.  They  were 
with  adults  who  looked  as  if  they  had 
spent  every  dime  they  ever  owned  on 
alcohol.  One  could  only  wonder, 
“What  is  going  to  happen  to  them?” 

The  churches  of  Chickasaw, 
Itawamba,  Lee,  Monroe,  and  Pon¬ 
totoc  counties  offer  prayer  and  finan¬ 
cial  support  that  help  to  make  mis¬ 
sions  experiences  such  as  this 
available  to  students. 
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Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  little  children 


Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


By  Guy  Henderson 

....  a.  ^  Donald  Bamhouse  said  you  should  average  convert  in  Baptist  churches 

lA/  1^  O  T  if  I  I  A/  n  teaching  a  child  about  twenty  was  16  years  old.  By  1920  it  had  drop- 

V  Y  I  II  I  III  YY  I  I  I  v«4  ■  years  before  he  is  bom.  Hie  character  ped  to  12.  From  1935  to  1955  the 

of  the  parents  will  determine  the  in-  average  age  of  children  baptized  was 
Last  issue  the  Baptist  Record  had  forts  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission  to  support  it  in  the  interest  of  peace  itial  instructions  about  God.  It  is  said  nine  Since  then,  seemingly,  there  is 

a  brief  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  and  we  call  on  others  within  our  Con-  and  healing.  The  ending  of  fac-  that  even  in  the  womb  the  child  has  a  concerted  effort  to  evangelize  the 

Southern  Baptist  Peace  Committee  in  vention  to  make  the  same  pledge.”  tionalism  would  be  worth  whatever  a  sense  of  being  received  in  either  a  .  pre-schoolers.  If  the  trend  continues, 

the  editorial  concerning  the  conven-  Now  I  believe  the  four  statements  sacrifice  that  would  have  to  be  made,  positive  or  negative  way.  When  is  a  we  will  be  practicing  something  akin 

tion  last  month  in  St.  Louis.  mentioned  above  without  any  sort  of  '  Some,  however,  feel  that  such  a  child  able  to  understand  the  parental  to  infant  baptism  by  2(KM. 

Also,  twice  we  have  called  on  equivocation.  I  don’t  believe  that  price  could  be  too  high.  love  and  response  favorably  to  that  Now  who  wants  to  be  accused  of 

Southern  Baptists  to  support  the  mankind  evolved  from  something  There  should  be  no  problem  with  love?  When  can  the  child  perceive  the  standing  between  a  child  and  his  God? 
Peace  Committee’s  report  b^ause  it  else;  for  if  it  had,  the  process  still  teaching  from  the  perspective  of  the  parent’s  desire  or  will?  And  did  not  Jesus  say,  “Suffer  the  lit- 

has  been  adopted  by  the  convention,  would  be  going  on.  But  it’s  not.  four  points  established  by  the  Peace  Recently  a  conference  on  “Children  tie  children  to  come  unto  me”  We  not 
and  it  really  represents  the  only  hope  'Therefore  I  can  believe  that  there  Committee.  Let  us  fervently  hope  that  and  Conversion”  >vas  conducted  in  cmly  refuse  to  hinder  them  from  com- 

we  have  at  the  present  moment  for  were  only  two  people  originally  rather  the  list  goes  not  grow  longer.  Jackson  sponsored  by  the  Sunday  ing  but  we  offer  some  positive  help, 

healing  the  wounds  that  the  conven-  than  there  being  15  or  75  or  126,  E.  S.  James  was  editor  of  the  Bap-  School  and  Evangelism  Departments.  However,  the  ambiguity  of  religious 

tion  has  suffered.  And  I  am  sure  that  most  Southern  tist  Standard  in  Texas  in  1962,  when  PasUM^  teachers  children,  and  a  language  —  that  is,  what  the  adult 

Last  week  we  called  attention  to  the  '  Baptists  believe  that.  We  also  believe  the  convention  met  in  San  Francisco,  well-known  author  of  children’s  books  says  and  what  the  child  hears,  could 

section  chastising  the  Baptist  state  that  the  miracles  were  supernatural  I  was  associate  editor  of  the  Texas  were  heard.  Christian  parents  are  be  several  years  apart.  Knowledge, 

papers  and  the  section  establishing  and  that  the  books  were  written  by  paper  at  that  time  During  the  convai-  imder  a  divine  injunction  to  bring  up  revelation,  and  faith  are  said  to  be  the 

the  continuation  of  the  Peace  Com-  those  to  whom  they  were  ascribed  in  tion  there  was  a  motion  to  ban  Ralph  their  children  in'the  nurture  and  ad-  three  prerequisites  for  conversion, 

mittee  for  up  to  three  years  as  a  the  books.  Elliot’s  book.  The  Message  of  Genesis,  monition  of  the  Lord  (Ephesians  6:4).  The  attention  span  would  have  to  be 

“watch  dog”  committee  And  at  first  blush  it  would  seem  that  Dr.  James  opposed  the  motion,  not  What  kind  oi  admonition  and  training  a  certain  length  to  comprehend  this. 

Every  state  paper  in  the  nation,  we  should  call  on  our  seminary  facul-  because  he  agreed  with  Elliot,  is  needed  to  lead  the  child  to  make  a  *  Could  we  not  agree  that  the  child 

with  the  possible  exception  of  one  or  ty  members  to  teach  that  way;  and  because  he  didn’t.  The  motion  failed  decision  for  Ounst?  When  (at  what  should  neither  be  held  back  nor  push- 

two,  has  sought  over  the  past  two  when  we  employ  new  faculty  and  the  book  was  not  banned,  though  age)  can  a  child  make  a  profession  of  ed  forward.  Why  this  rush  to  the  bap- 

years  to  adhere  to  the  request  of  the  members,  it  would  seem  that  we  the  Sunday  School  Board  did  not  faith  and  be  baptized?  tismal  pool?  Another  shadow  begins 

Peace  Committee  not  to  add  fuel  to  should  insist  that  they  teach  that  way  reprint  it.  In  1985  we  baptized  2,455  preschool  to  surface  Pastors  estimate  that  20  to 

the  fire  that  was  already  burning.  But  also.  In  an  editorial  following  the  conven-  children  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  40  percent  of  all  church  members 

in  spite  of  this,  the  state  papers  were  But  hold  on  just  a  minute.  What  if  tion.  Dr.  James  wrote,  “This  is  the  vention.  Of  that  number,  59  were  in  have  never  had  a  saving  experience 

mentioned  as  having  contributed  to  we  are  wrong?  We  feel  for  sure  that  road  this  convention  has  chosen  to  go.  Mississippi;  and  in  1986  we  baptized  of  salvation.  Adults  come  forward  to 

the  problem.  we  are  not,  but  what  if  we  are?  It  is  the  Baptist  way  —  the  democratic  66  under  six  years  of  age  How  much  reveal  in  deep  emotion  that  they  were 

Enough  of  that.  'The  burden  of  this  We  have  decided  to  cut  off  any  kind  way  . . .  thbyvay  for  free  churchmen,  does  a  pre-schooler  understand  about  baptized  as  a  child  but  now  know  they 

piece  is  to  discuss  the  statement  made  of  probing  wherever  the  probers  pro-  It  represents  academic,  religious,  and  God,  man,  sin,  and  salvation?  were  not  saved.  Tkres  are  growing 

by  the  Peace  Committee  relating  to  be  to  see  if  any  additional  light  can  be  political  freedom  for  each  constituent  Thankfully,  we  don’t  have  to  under-  among  the  wheat  and  resulting  in 

the  institutions  of  the  convention.  'Hiis  shed  on  the  scripture.  by  leaving  him  free  to  make  his  own  stand  all  of  this ;  and  yet,  there  is  this  more  and  more  church  members  be- 

section  reads  as  follows:  It  makes  no  (tifference  that  many  choices.  It  has  made  known  the  will  nagging  doubt  that  we  are  expecting  ing  baptized.  However.  Dr.  Herschel 


That's  dw  LAST  +im«  I 

let  the  KanJl>ell  choir  rmj  betwiJ  me' 


perspective.  Yet,  we  have  learned  to  tion.  Now  let’s  all  support  that  report 
live  together  on  the  Peace  Committee  wholeheartedly.  It  is  true  that  the 
in  mutual  charity  and  commitment  to  report  reflects  the  beliefs  of  the  ma- 
each  other.  We  pledge  our  mutual  ef-  jority  of  Southern  Baptists,  so  we  need 
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Education  Commission 
addresses  Clarke  deficit 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Education 
Commission,  meeting  in  special  ses¬ 
sion  Monday,  voted  to  ask  for  a  plan 
to  begin  elimination  of  the  deficit 
under  which  Clarke  College  is 
operating. 

The  cumulative  deficit  of  approx¬ 
imately  $257,000,  according  to 
Mississippi  College  President  Lewis 
Nobles,  was  the  focus  of  a  fM^eliminary 
report  by  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  prior  to  re¬ 
accreditation  of  the  two  year  college 
in  Newton. 

MC  operates  Clarke  as  a  branch 
campus,  which  has  junior  college  ac¬ 
creditation.  That  report  noted  that 
“the  recent  financial  history  does  not 
demonstrate  the  financial  stability 
essential  to  the  successful  operation 
of  the  institution.”  Basically,  that 
means  that  unless  Clarke’s  funding 
improves,  the  Southern  Association 
will  withdraw  accreditation. 

The  recommendation  passed  (ll-O) 
was  directed  at  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board’s  Budget  and 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Cooperative  Project  Promotion  Com¬ 
mittee  which  develops  a  convention- 
wide  budget  which  is  passed  on  to  the 
full  board  and  then  to  the  convention 
in  November.  The  recommendation 
asks  that  the  current  deficit  be 
specially  funded  over  the  next  five 
years  at  $55,095  the  first  year,  and  asks 
“that  such  special  funds  be  continued 
until  such  time  it  is  apparent  that* 
these  funds  are  no  longer  needed.” 

This  recommendation  does  not  take 
into  account,  however,  the  nature  of 
the  administrative  funding  phase-out 
which  eliminates  $29,000  each  year 
from  Clarke’s  budget  until  1991. 

The  nature  of  the  discussion  of  the 
four-and-a-half  hour  meeting  in 
Jackson  focused  on  how  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Commission  could  make  certain 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  know  exact¬ 
ly  what  Clarke  College  is  costing 
them.  This  recommendation  will  spell 
out  that  cost  in  a  section  to  be  provid¬ 
ed  prior  to  the  July  21  meeting  of 
the  budget  committee.  It  will  also  ap¬ 


proximate  the  “hidden”  costs  which 
Mississippi  College  has  assumed  in 
such  areas  as  computer  time  payroll 
development  and  maintenance. 

The  Commission’s  recommenda¬ 
tion,  written  by  member  Eddie  Smith 
of  Decatur,  asks  “that  such  special 
funds  be  over  and  above  and  apart 
from  the  appropriation  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  for  Christian  higher  education  so 
as  not  to  adversely  affect  the  financial 
condition  of  the  other  colleges.” 

In  separate  reports  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  both  Blue  Mountain  College  and 
William  Carey  College  indicated  that 
changes  in  financing  would,  indeed, 
cause  problems  for  them.  The  Carey 
report  from  President  Ralph 
Noonkester  noted,  “In  light  of  the  dire 
financial  need  of  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege,  any  action  to  rec(Hnmend  special 
allocations  for  a  satellite  campus  of 
any  one  of  our  Baptist  colleges  would 
force  William  Carey  College  to  re¬ 
quest  equal  consideration  for  its  own 
Coast  campus.”  ' 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Professional 
staffers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board  will  be  asked  to  reaf¬ 
firm  their  commitment  to  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  Statement  as  in¬ 
terpreted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Peace  Committee,  HMB 
President  Larry  Lewis  said  June  26. 

Lewis,  who  was  elected  president  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board  in  April  and 
assumed  the  post  June  1,  also  said 
future  employment  practices  may  be 
tightened  and  that  there  is  a  ne^  to 
review  the  doctrinal  stance  of  mis- 


By  Sherri  A.  Brown 

sionaries  on  the  field. 

“We  must  give  careful  attention  to 
the  doctrinal  integrity  of  our  agency,” 
Lewis  said.  “Trustees  and  ad¬ 
ministrators  who  will  not  be  respon¬ 
sive  will  be  replaced.” 

(In  a  subsequent  interview  with  the 
Baptist  Record,  Lewis  clarified  three 
points  relating  to  this  news  release. 
Relating  to  the  paragraph  above, 
Lewis  said  he  realizes  that  only  the 
convention  can  replace  trustees  of  in¬ 
stitutions.  His  intent,  he  noted,  was  to 


Ministers’  wives  elect  Joy  Yates 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Joy  (Mrs. 
James)  Yates  of  Yazoo  City  was 
elected  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  ministers’  wives  organization  at 
their  meeting  here  in  conjunction  with 
the  SBC  for  1989.  Her  husband  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 

On  program  was  Susan  Baker,  wife 
of  James  Baker,  director  of  the  U.& 
Department  of  the  ’Treasury,  who  told 


the  women  to  bloom  where  they  are 
planted  —  even  when  they  resent  the 
transplant. 

Baker  admitted  to  repressing  the 
pain  of  a  missing  husband  and  resent¬ 
ment  at  raising  their  eight  children 
alone.  “But  I  thought  good  Christian 
wives  shouldn’t  feel  the  feelings  I 
had,”  she  said.  “I  was  wrong.  God 
created  emotions.  They’re  good. 


Aubrey  L.  Boone 

Aubrey  L.  Boone,  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Winona,  has  been  elected  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation. 

Boone  replaced  Harold  Kitchings 
who  died  in  April.  Boone  told  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record  he  will  take  office 
sometime  this  summer. 

A  native  of  Holly  Springs,  Boone 
has  been  bank  president  in  Winona 
since  1969.  His  affiliation  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  began 
when  he  was  elected  a  trustee  in  1967. 
He  has  continued  as  a  trustee  since 
then  and  has  been  chairman  of  the 
trustee  executive  committee. 


Boone  began  his  banking  career  at 
First  State  Bank  in  Holly  Springs  in 
1946  as  bookkeeper  and  assistant 
cashier.  He  began  at  the  Bank  of 
Winona  as  assistant  cashier  in  1955 
and  worked  his  way  to  the  presidency. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Patsy 
Bailey  of  Tylertown.  Their  son,  Alan, 
is  a  vice  president  at  the  Bank  of 
Winona. 

Boone  is  a  deacon  at  First  (Jhurch, 
Winona,  is  treasurer  there  and 
teaches  a  men’s  Sunday  School  class. 

Bill  Baker  of  Clinton,  president  of 
the  Foundation  board,  told  the  Baptist 
Record :  “Our  search  committee  is  to 
be  commended  for  having  chosen 
Aubrey  Boone  the  new  executive 
secretary  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation.  He  brings  to  this  position  years 
of  experience  in  banking  and  finance. 
He  is  a  model  of  what  a  Baptist 
layman  ought  to  be  —  he  loves  his 
Lord,  he  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
local  church,  and  as  a  pastor,  that  is 
inspiring  to  me.  I  could  not  support 
anyone  for  this  position  who  is  not  ac¬ 
tive  in  his  church.  Because  of 
Aubrey’s  involvement  with  the  Foun¬ 
dation,  there  is  no  one  who 
understands  this  work  better  than  he. 

I  believe  God  has  prepared  him  for 
this  great  service  to  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists.” 


Michel  promoted  to 
department  director 


Lewis  plans  to  ask  HMB  staff 
to  reaffirm  BFM  statement 


say  that  those  trustees  who  are  not 
responsive  eventually  would  be 
replaced  by  the  convention.  In  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  story,  Lewis  in¬ 
dicated  that  he  did  not  intend  to  infer 
that  only  the  Peace  (^kanmittee’s  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  Statement  would  be  used  as 
a  guideline  for  employees.  And  in  the 
paragraph  regarding  seminary  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  faculty,  Lewis  said 
he  realized  that  the  statement  was 
regarding  present  employees.) 

(Continued  on  page  7) 


creative  and  healthy.  We  can’t  bloom 
unless  we  let  God  work  through  our 
emotions.” 

Finally  deciding  to  “turn  it  all  over 
to  (Jod,  I  began  to  change.  Gradually, 
I  realized  I  was  putting  too  much 
pressure  on  my  man.  I  required  too 
much  from  him.  I  would  never  have 
chosen  to  be  planted  in  this  centrifuge 
of  power,  but  I’m  learning  God  wants 
me  to  be  here.” 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Executive  Committee  pro¬ 
moted  David  Michel  to  head  the 
Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  promotion  Department  of  the 
convention  board  in  their  June 
meeting. 

Michel,  who  has  been  a  consultant 
in  that  department  for  the  past  three 
years,  replaces  department  director 
John  Alexander  who  retired  at  the  end 
of  June  after  28  years  with  the  conven¬ 
tion  board. 

In  other  business  the  Executive 
Committee  promoted  William  Max¬ 
well  from  supervisor,  business  office, 
to  supervisor,  finance  and  accounting. 

And  members  approved  recommen¬ 
ding  to  the  convention  board  budget 
committee  a  three  percent  cost  of  liy^  work  or 
ing  raise  for  board  employees  in  1988.  Miss. 
None  was  given  in  1987.  The  c 

P^rk  Place  Church  ( formerly  Sun-  a  new  c< 
shine)  in  P*earl  was  awarded  a  $2,500  up  to  I 
disaster  grant  from  the  board.  The  repairs 
church  burned  earlier  this  year.  And  for  a  dis 
to  Glade,  Bethlehem,  and  Lawn  Haven  tist  Rec 
Churches  was  given  $1,000  each  for  David 
relief  from  the  Jones  County  tornado,  but  wen 
And  a  number  of  minor  Baptist  stu-  is  a  gr 
dent  center  expenses  were  approved :  Univers 
$2,750  for  carpet  at  Co-Lin;  $1,096  for  divinitj 
carpet  at  Jones ;  $5,175  for  heating  and  degrees 
cooling  system  at  Mississippi  Delta ;  He  Wc 
$1,245  for  painting  at  Hinds ;  $2,076  for  Heights 
repairs  at  MUW;  and  $3,198  for  paint  was  pa: 
and  roofing  at  Blast  Central.  Architec-  Thx.,  72- 
tural  fees  of  $20,076  were  approved  for  ( 


Davfd  Michel 

work  on  proposed  BSU  center  at  Ok 
Miss. 

The  committee  approved  $5,366  fo 
a  new  computer  printer  for  the  board 
up  to  $30,000  for  air  conditioninr 
repairs  at  the  board;  and  for  $35,00- 
for  a  disc  drive  computer  for  the  Bap 
tist  Record. 

David  Michel  is  a  native  of  Florida 
but  went  to  high' school  in  Corinth.  H« 
is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State 
University  and  earned  the  master  o 
divinity  and  doctor  of  ministr’ 
degrees  from  Southwestern  Seminary 

He  was  outreach  minister  at  Ro  -t 
Heights  CJhurch,  Fort  Worth,  1971-72 
was  pastor  of  LaJunta  Church.  .\zle 
Tfex..  72-76;  and  was  pastor  of  Prentisi- 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


Report  of  committee  6n  resolutions 


ideavors  which  appear  to  accept  in-  3)  Participation  in  the  political  pro-  in  textbooks ;  and 
delity,  adultery,  and  perversion  in  cess  by  which  our  state  Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 

le  guise  of  “safe  sex”;  and  legislators  would  be  encouraged  urge  all  Southern  Baptists  to  expose 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  to  mandate  the  teaching  in  the  censorship  of  the  Judeo-Christian 

jplore  and  condemn  any  mass  and  public  schools  <rf  sexual  abstince  heritage  as  a  historical  fact  from  our 

discriminate  distribution  of  con-  until  marriage  and  to  reject  all  public  school  textbooks;  and 

)ms  or  other  sexual  devices  which  forms  of  legislation  that  would  Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we 

iems  to  encourage  an  acceptance  of  require  teaching  the  acceptabili-  urge  all  Southern  Baptists  to  en- 

(imorality  or  deviant  behavior;  and  ty  of  the  practices  of  pro-  courage  textbook  selection  commit- 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  miscuous  and  perverse  lifestyes.  tees  working  with  city,  county,  and 

icourage  the  teaching  of  Biblical  Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  state  boards  (rf  education  not  to  accept 
lorality  concerning  sexual  conduct  Southern  Baptists  encourage  our  textbooks  that  have  censored  the 
I  our  homes,  churches  and  churches  Judeo-Christian  heritage.” 

1)  lb  preach  the  Biblical  basis  for  Resolution  Na  13  — 

human  sexuality  On  Appreciation  for 

2)  lb  strengthen  the  stand  of  Convention  Service 

parents  and  educatm^  within  our  Theref(H%,  be  it  REISOLVED,  That, 
congregations.  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 

Be  it  Anally  REISOLVED,  That  the  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  St. 

Louis,  Misosuri,  June  16-18,  1967,  ex¬ 
courage  and  urge  the  schools  and  press  our  profound  gratitude  to 
educators  to  everyone  whose  efforts  have  con- 

1)  Adopt  ^rricula  that  stress  tributed  to  the  positive  spirit  and  the 

traditional  family  roles  as  the  overall  effectiveness  of  this  annual 
ideal  meeting. 

2)  Adopt  curricula  that  is  true.  Resolution  Na  14  — 
healthy,  legal  and  constitutional  On  Alcohol 

3)  Adopt  a  policy  to  establish'd  Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVEJ),  That 
parental  review  process  in  ad-  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
vance  of  program  implementa-  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St. 
tion.  That  process  should  be  open  Louis,  Missotui,  June  16-18,  1967,  ex- 
and  effectual,  including  dividing  press  our  total  opposition  to  the 
classes  that  address  sex-  manufacturing,  distribution  sale,  and 
education  into  male  and  female  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages ; 
groiqis  and  providing  parents  with  and 

the  option  to  choose  for  their  Be  it  finally  REISOLVED,  That 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  children  not  to  participate  Southern  Baptists  work  toward  the 

4)  Adopt  curricula  that  t^ch  sex-  passage  of  legislation  at  the  national 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  and  state  conventions  to  expand  their  ual  abstinence  before  marriage  level  that  would  limit  the  advertising 

and  fidelity  in  marriage  as  the  of  alcoholic  beverages^  increase  pro- 
only  acceptable  lifestyle  in  terms  per  labeling,  and  increase  taxes  on 
public  health  as  this  is  the  best  alcoholic  beverages, 
and  only  sure  way  crisis  preg-  Resolution  Na  15  — 
nancies  and  sexually  transmit-  On  Providing  Ministry  to 
ted  diseases  can  be  prevented.  Homeless  Americans 

5)  Refrain  from  distribution  of  con-  Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That 

doms  and  other  contraceptive  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
materials  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  St. 

6)  Oppose  the  establishment  of  Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1967,  fur- 

sctiMl  based  clinics  which  pro-  ther  commit  to  work  with  the 
vide  sexual  counseling.  homeless  through  local  churches, 

esolution  Na  12  —  associations, '  state  conventions,  the 

n  Tbxtbook  Censorship  Home  Mission  Board,  and  the  Cltfis- 

Be  it  therefore,  REISOLVED,  That  tian  Life  Commission;  and 
e,  the  messengers  to  the  Southern  Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That 
aptist  Convention,  meeting  in  Atlan-  whenever  possible  Southern  Baptists 
,  Georgia,  June  10-12,  1986,  pray  work  with  other  denominational 
ligently  for  those  who  seek  the  cor-  bodies  and  governmental  agencies  to 
ction  of  the  censored  history  of  resolve  the  issues  which  cause 
merica’s  development  as  presented  homelessness. 


Resolution  Na  1  —  honor  the  rich  and  valuable  contnbu- 

On  Integrity  in  Stewardship  tions  of  full-time  wives  and  mothers 

Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  who  through  their  service  and  self- 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  sacrifice  have  strengthened  their 
Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St.  fathilies,  enirched  our  nation,  and 
Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18,  1987,  be  pleased  our  God  by  honoring  His  (xir- 
encouraged  to  support  our  local  chur-  poses  in  their  lives  each  day. 
ches  with  tithes  and  offerings;  and  Resolution  Na  6  — 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  On  Pornography  Resolution  9  — 

Southern  Baptist  churches  be  en-  Be  it  therefore  RESOLVED,  That  On  Abortion 
couraged  to  support  the  Cooperative  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we. 

Program  through  responsible  and  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  St.  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
sacrificial  giving.  Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1967,  call  tist  Convention  meeting  in  St.  Louis, 

Resolution  Na  2  —  upon  Southern  Baptist  churches  to  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1987,  encourage  Southern  Baptist  Convention  en 

On  the  75th  Anniversary  of  the  lend  out  in  opposition  to  the  spread  of  the  Christian  Life  Commission  to  con- 

Romanian  Baptist  Convention  obscenity,  whether  by  print  or  elec-  tinue  the  expansion  of  program  ser- 

Therefore,  be  it  REISOLVED,  That  tronic  media ;  and  vices  related  to  the  sanctity  of  human 

we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we  life  and  to  actively  lobby  for  legisla- 
Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St.  encourage  Southern  Baptists  to  work  tion  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  unborn; 
luouis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1967,  join  actively  for  the  passage  of  federal  and 

these  fellow  Southern  Baptists  in  legislation,  now  pending  in  Congress,  Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we 
celebration  and  prayer  on  this  occa-  which  would  prohibit  the  use  of  encourage  the  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  telephone  services  as  a  means  of  sion  to  continue  to  make  the  abortion 
Romanian  Baptist  Convention.  obscene  communication  which  ap-  issue  a  priority  on  its  agenda;  and 

Resolution  Na  3  —  peals  primarily  to  America’s  Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we 

On  Crisis  Help  for  teenagers;  and  encourage  the  Hrane  Mission  Board  to 

Children  on  the  Street  Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we  train  churches  for  ministry  in  crisis 

Therefore,  be  it  RE^SOLVED,  That  we,  call  upon  the  Christian  Life  Commis-  pregnancy  centers  and  residratial 
the  messengers  of  the  Southern  Bap-  sion  to  communicate  support  for  this  care  homes  for  pregnant  women  and 
tist  Convention,  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  legislation  to  the  appropriate  children;  and 
Missouri,  June  16-18,  1987,  recognize  members  and  committ^  of  Con- 

that  the  crisis  needs  of  runaway,  gr^;  and  encourage^  churches,  associations, 

homeless,  and  missing  children 

should  be  given  high  priority  by  chur-  encourage  local  congregations  to  join  childrens’  homes  ministry  to  include 
dies,  private  citizens,  legislators,  and  with  effective  organizations  in  active  outpatient  and  residential  care  for 
government  officials;  and  involvement  through  boycotts,  letter  unv^  mothers;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  writing  to  advertisers,  and  selective  Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we 
those  needs  are  best  served  by  purchasing-fighting  the  many  dimen-  encourage  all  agencies  and  institu- 
carefully  structured  private  pro-  sions  of  the  pornographic  blight.  tions  of  the  SBC  to  use  their  resources 
grams  under  legal  guidelines  Resolution  No.  7  —  and  program  ministries  to  promote 

established  by  state  law;  and  On  Gambling  the  sanctity  of  human  life;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That  Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
encourage  strict  confidentiality  for  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  encourage  individuals  to  minister  to 
children  and  families  served  by  the  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St.  those  who  need  physical,  emotional, 
program,  strong  requirements  for  Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18,  1987,  ex-  and  spiritual  support  in  the  midst  of 
family  notification  within  hours  and  press  our  alarm  and  concern  about  a  crisis  pregnancy;  and 
family  reunification  within  days,  and  the  growth  of  legalized  gambling  and 
clear  legal  protection  for  private  in-  lottery  in  the  nation  and  the  attendant 
dividuals,  churches,  and  organiza-  problems  of  organized  crime,  ade- 
tions  providing  good  faith  crisis  help  quate  regulation,  compulsive  gambl- 
to  homeless  and  nmaway  children;  ing,  and  preying  upon  th 
and  Be  it  further  RESOLVI 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  declare  our  strong  com 
crisis  programs  for  children  should,  those  states  having  legal: 
while  respecting  the  religious  ing,  state  government  has 
backgrounds  of  the  children  served,  sibility  (rf  providing  the  m 
make  special  efforts  to  provide  as  regulation  possible;  and 
much  for  their  spiritual  and  emotional 
needs  as  for  their  physical  wants. 

Resolution  Na  4  — 

On  Hunger  and  Poverty 
Therefore,  be  it  RESOLVED,  That 
we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St. 

Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1987,  with 
hearts  of  love  and  compassion  for 
fellow  human  beings,  direct  our 

resources  through  the  Foreign  Mis-  we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern 
sion  Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  St. 
state  conventions,  local  Baptist  Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1967,  go  on 
associations,  and  individual  churches  record  as  believing  that  obedience  to 
to  meet  the  escalating  need  for  food,  God’s  laws  of  chastity  before  mar- 
clothing,  shelter,  and  health  care  of  riage  and  faithfulness  in  marriage 
the  poor  and  hungry.  would  be  a  major  step  toward  curtail- 

^  Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  ing  the  threat  of  AIDS;  and 
urge  all  Southern  Baptist  churches  to  Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we 
avail  themselves  of .  the  materials  urge  Christians  to  exhibit  Christlike 
available  through  the  Christian  Life  compassion  in  dealing  with  the  hurt- 
Commission  concerning  World  ing  victims  of  AIDS  and  their 
Hunger  Ijay  and  cooperate  with  other  families;  and 
public  channels  in  V^ponse  to  world  Be  it  further.  RESOLVED,  That  we 
hunger  oppose  advertising  and  educational 


we,  the  messengers  of  the  Southern  •  -■  , 

Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  St.  _  I  V*-. rJ  O  1 
Be  it  finally  RE^SOLVED,  That  we  Louis,  Missouri,  June  16-18, 1987,  call  A  i  1  X.Ix  LX  y 

call  upon  Congress  to  enact  legislation  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  h  r  w  ™ 

currently  pending  which  would  to  pass  the  Danforth  Abortion-Neutral  ^  Warner 

guarantee  the  right  of  state  govern-  Amendment  to  the  Civil  Rights  BLAIRSVILLE,  Ga.  (BP)  —  One  Investigating  officers  from  the 
ments  to  regulate  gambling  activity  Restoration  Act;  and  teenager  was  killed  and  29  other  peo-  Georgia  Highway  Patrol  said  the  bus 

occurring  within  their  boundaries  in-  Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  the  •  pie  iqjured  when  a  bus  owned  by  First  negotiated  2.8  miles  of  the  winding 

eluding  Indian  lands.  messengers  to  the  1967  Southern  Bap-  BaptistChurchof  Winter  Haven,  Fla.,  road  before  crashing  less  than  a 

Resolution  No.  8  —  tist  Convention  urge  the  Christian  Life  plunged  into  a  mountain  ravine  in  nor-  quarter-mile  from  the  bottom  of  the 

On  AIDS  Commission Jto  vigorously  support  the  there  (feorgia  June  26.  mountain. 

™  . .  The  group  of  36  young  people  and  Some  of  the  travelers  were  thrown 


Musicians  show 
about 


Tbiirtday.  J«ly  t.  H87, 
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optimism 


music  in  wor 


Antioch.  Florence:  July  12-17;  Sun-  Bethsaida  (Neshoba):  July  12-17; 
day,  regular  services;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  Jimmy  Russell,  Ecru,  evangelist;  R 
ni^tly;  Mike  Pennock,  pastor,  Har-  J.  Jenkins,  Kosciusko,  music;  Jerry 
mony.  Crystal  Springs,  evangelist;  Guess,  pastor. 

Todd  Vance,  music;  Barry  Ward, 
pastor. 


musician  sounded  not^  of  optimism  tist  Church,  Nashville,  *  as  their  and  their  children  and,  above  all,  to 
aboirt  ^  continued  importance  of  president-elect.  make  Jesus  dirist  the  stackpole 

music  in  worship  at  a  three-day  con-  Hugh  T.  McElrath,  professor  of  around  which  they  built  their  lives, 
ference  preceding  the  130th  annual  church  music  at  Southern  Seminary,  A  major  source  of  stress  for 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Louisville,  Ky.,  became  conference  ministers  of  music  and  other  church 
Lkmvention.  president  after  two  years  as  staff  is  the  recent  resurgence  of  the 

But  they  also  lamented  that  fewer  president-elect.  authoritarian  pastor  figure,  who 

than  a  fourth  of  the  denomination’s  Minister  of  music  from  five  chur-  sometimes  feels  he  must  make  a 
5,000  full-time  church  musicians  are  ches  participated  in  a  panel  discus-  “clean  sweep”  of  existing  staff  in 
members  of  their  group,  the  Southern  sion.  Edwards,  the  new  president-  order  to  assemble  his  own  team. 
Baptist  Church  Music  Conference,  elect,  said  music  for  worship  should  Rowatt  said. 

AtxMit  370  attended  the  sessions  at  include  variety  and  depends  upon  the  As  a  former  pastor  he  has  told  doc- 
First  Baptist  (Jhurch,  Ellisville,  Mo.,  local  church.  “Church  music  is  more  tw  of  ministry  students:  Any  time  you 
a  suburb  of  St.  Leuis.  than  a  warm-up  for  the  sermon,”  he  have  the  feeling  you  must  make  a 

President  Itorry  L.  Cowan,  minister  added.  “clean  sweep”  of  staff  in  the  church 

of  music  at  First  Baptist  Church,  New  Another  panelist,  Jean  Pilcher,  of  that  is  calling  you,  you  should  first 
Orleans,  challenged  members  never  First  Baptist  Church,  Little  Rock,  look  at  the  possibility  that  it  is  not  the 
to  underestimate  the  power  of  music  Ark.,  contended  that  music  is  the  link  plac^foryou  —  because  God  also  has 
to  move  people  and  motivate  them  to  between  education  and  worship.  “A  called  the  other  staff  there. 
Christian  service  good  formula  to  use  is  to  perform  one  Interspersed  throughout  the  seven 

‘TTie  child  who  has  heard  (^Ihristian  anthem  a  month  for  the  pastor,  choir,  sessions  of  the  mating  were  four 
hymns  carries  all  his  life  a  built-in  congregation,  and  yfxirself,”  ste  said,  miniconcerts  by  individual  artists  and 
repository  of  faith,”  he  said.  It’s  one  Music  ministers,  like  others  in  a  dozen  concerts  by  some  of  the  con- 
of  the  toughest  and  most  indestructi-  (Christian  vocations,  cannot  complete-  vention’s  best-known  musical  groups, 
ble  parts  of  his  dinstian  armor,  he  ly  escape  stress  but  they  can  take  In  separate  sessions  Monday  after- 
added.  steps  to  keep  it  within  reasonable  noon  the  three  divisions  of  the  con- 

In  Martin  Luther’s  day,  Rome  scoff-  bounds  and  to  protect  the  integrity  of  ference  elected  four  new  members  of 
ed  at  his  theology  but  trembled  at  his  their  own  family  life,  G.  Wade  Rowatt  the  executive  council.  They  are  Dean 
hymns,  Cowan  recalled.  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  advised  the  group.  Gray,  minister  of  music.  First  Baptist 

The  musicians  chose  Mark  Ed-  He  urged  them  to  set  aside  specific  Church,  Hartford,  Ky.,  and  Ken 

Ragsdale,  minister^  of  music.  First 

^ church  division;  Ervin  KeathlQT,  state 
^  music  director  for  Arkansas  Baptists, 

Little  Rock,  denominational  division; 
and  Clark_  Measels,  on  the  music 
faculty  of  Carson-Newman  CkiUege, 
Jefferson  City,  Tenn.,  educational 
aft  division. 


Prospect,  Richton:  July  19-24;  Sun¬ 
day,  homecoming,  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.,  regular  services,  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice,  Phil  Jones,  speaker,  lunch  serv¬ 
ed;  Mon.-Fri.,  services,  7  p.m.;  Fran¬ 
cis  Holder,  Richton,  evangelist;  Ray¬ 
mond  Clifton,  pastor. 


CHURCH  PEWS,  INC. 
makers'  of 
Fine  Quality,  Solid 
Wood  Furniture 

kl 
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•  Conplete  stock  of  choirs,  tables,  desks  aod 
furaiskiogs  for  Classroom,  Library,  Saaday 
School,  Aoditoriam,  Cafeteria  aod  every 
School  aad  dmrch  ose. 

.  EVERYTHING  FOR  HHTfn^fRSnT 

THE  SCHOOL 

ANDCYfURCH  ^^SlEE2Ad!l!]!U'l 


rh/»  tnnouncoment  Is  neither  an  otter  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  otters 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  ottering  Is  made  ortly  by  Prospectus. 


Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 


SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  —  $500.00 


Kw  ^  Retreats  to  launch 

^  concept  of 

f  Covenant  Marriage 

.  ^^^^4  Thirteen  couples  from  Mississippi 

will  attend  the  launch  of  the  (Covenant 
Marriage  at  the  Ridgecrest 

or  Glorieta  Conference  Onter  Ju- 
-  ly.  This  week-long  training  ex¬ 

perience  will  equip  them  to  lead  in  the 

Mississippians  in  St.  Louis  three  retreats  scheduled  in 

•  ~  Mississippi. 

Davis  Odom,  (from  left)  pastor  of  Crossgates  Church,  Brarxlon,  talks  with  friends  Registration  for  these  retreats  may 
who  were  Mississippi  College  students;  Kimbrough  G.  Simmons,  pastor,  West  Point  be  made  through  the  family  ministry 
Church,  Centertown,  Ky.;  Charles  Johnson,  pastor,  First  Church,  Albany,  Ky.;  and  office  at  the  Baptist  (Convention  Board 

and  is  open  to  any  couple  desiring  to 
enrich  their  marriage.  Marriage 
enrichment  is  not  for  couples  with 
serious  problem  marriages  but  rather 
for  those  desiring  to  make  their  good 
marriages  better. 

Two  Mississippi  retreats  are 
scheduled  Aug.  7-8  at  Lake  Tiak  0 
Khata,  Louisville,  and  Best  Western, 
North,  in  Jackson,  each  limited  to  25 
couples.  The  other  will  be  held  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  Aug. 
28-29.  Each  retreat  begins  with  even¬ 
ing  meal  on  Friday  and  ends  at  3  p.m. 
on  Saturday.  The  cost  per  couple  is 
$75  with  a  $25  registration  fee,  refund¬ 
able  or  balance  due  two  weeks  before 
each  retreat.  Gulfshore  can  accom¬ 
modate  70  couples  to  be  divided  into 
three  or  four  groups. 

The  retreat  program  is  available  in 
churches  this  fail. 

Couples  desiring  to  register  or  to 
receive  more  information  may  call  or 
write  Family  Ministry,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS,  phone  968-3800. 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 


Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  writing  the 
broker-dealer  servicing  bond  issue; 


CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name 


Address 


□  I  would  like  information  about  placing  my  investment  in  an  IRA  account. 


These  are  Jon  and  Scotti  Ooler  Jon  is  pastor,  Rrst  Church,  Raleigh 
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Thursday.  July  9,  1987 


Baptist  Women  in  Ministry 


Explore  threads  of 
brokenness,  says  Meeks 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Racism,  sexism,  and 
classism  head  the  list  of  brokenness 
in  the  world  which  almost  400  women 
examined  during  the  fifth  annual 
meeting  of  Southern  Baptist  Women 
in  Ministry. 

The  twoKlay  event  focused  on  vi¬ 
sions  of  healing.  The  theme,  “Living 
Toward  a  Vision  of  Shalom,”  was  in¬ 
terpreted  in  three  parts. 

“Racism  has  not  gone  anyplace,” 
said  Catherine  Meeks,  a  lay  preacher 
and  doctor  of  philosoi^iy  canddate  at 
Emory  University,  Atlanta.  “That 
demon  has  not  b^n  dealt  with  yet, 
but  what  causes  me  the  most  pain  is 
the  realization  the  Lord’s  church  has 
to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  list  oi  those 
responsible  for  allowing  racism  to 
continue  to  thrive  in  our  society.  The 
church  has  been,  is  now,  and  appears 
to  plan  to  continue  to  be  separatists 
ind  overly  focused  on  the  concerns  of 
culture.” 

In  addition  to  racism,  she  remind¬ 
ed  participants  their  world  is  broken 
by  sexism  and  classism.  Meeks,  who 
also  is  an  instructor  and  director  of 
Afro-American  studies  program  of 
Mercer  University  in  Atlanta,  said  the 
reason  for  so  much  evil  in  the  world 
is  what  pyschologists  call  “the 
shadow.”  She  explained  persons  like 
M  think  of  others  as  the  “bad  guy 
-ather  than  confront  their  own 
oadness.” 

Claim  own  role 

“It  is  very  important  for  individual 
numan  beings  to  claim  their  own  role 
.n  making  the  world  the  way  it  is,” 
Meeks  said.  “It  would  be  interesting 
to  see  what  would  happen  in  this 
world  if  people  would  draw  their 
shadows  and  come  to  face  their  own 
mages  of  darkness  and  their  own 
fears.  I  guess  that  is  why  Jesus  came 
—  to  give  us  the  courage  to  do  that. 

“If  we  as  a  culture  do  not  come  to 
a  place  where  we  have  the  courage  to 
explore  the  threads  of  brokenness 
hat  exists  within  our  own  culture  and 
.0  understand  our  own  individual  con-, 
lections  to  these  threads  and  look  for 
^ome  ways  to  deal  with  these,  instead 
f  projecting  them.  I  don’t  know  what 

ill  happen  to  us  in  the  future,” 
Meeks  said.  “We  are  asked  to  respond 
to  a  world  that  is  broken  in  pieces,  and 
ve  have  to  respond  out  of  our  own 
brokenness.” 

In  another  major  address  a  former 

lUthern  Baptist  woman  pastor  told 
the  women,  “We  are  signs  of  the 
kingdom. 

“We  don’t  need  to  hold  on  so  tight, 
grasping  for  grace  that  is  already 
ours,”  said  Lynda  Weaver-Williams, 
former  co-pastor  of  Goshen  Baptist 
Church,  Goshen,Ky.  “Trust  God  and' 
let  go,  brothers  and  sisters.” 

Weaver-Williams  pointed  the 
women  to  the  biblical  examples  of 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  for  strength  and 
encouragement  and  added: 

“With  Mary  and  Elizabeth  we  have 
a  new  story  of  God’s  initiative  and  ho¬ 
ly  surprise,”  she  said.  “Their  story  is 
one  of  belief,  basic  belief ....  We 
believe  that  there  is  even  in  this  mo¬ 


ment  a  fulfillment  of  what  has  been 
spoken  to  us  from  the  Lord.  Our 
authority  is  from  the  Lord,  not  from 
any  board,  agency,  or  policy.” 

“But  it’s  not  duty  that  brings  us 
here,”  she  added.  “This, is  worship. 
It’s  beyond  obligation;  this  is  ex- 
trava^nce.  There  is  not  reasonable 
calffe  praise  (for  women  ministers) 
hanging  between  two  cliffs  of  this 
denominational  chasm  ....  Mary, 
too,  was  unclaimed,  unheeded, 
unbelieved,  unwelcomed,  so,  let’s  do 
something  uncalled  for.  Let’s  sing 
praise  to  God.” 

Assuring  the  woman  ministers  that 
God  alone  commends  them  to  their 
ministries,  she  said,  “The  world,  the 
church,  the  children,  the  kingdom 
doesn’t  rest  on  my  shoulders  alone.  I 
can  let  go  of  some  of  that  control.” 

During  a  session  on  “Visions  of 
Healing  for  a  Broken  World,”  the 
women  discussed  in  a  variety  of 
workgroups  how  healing  takes  place 
and  how  persons  respond  to  broken¬ 
ness.  Some  of  the  workgroup  topics 
included  a  new  humanity  from  a 
feminist  perspective,  a  theology  of  the 
household:  what  it  teaches  us  and 
how  it  corrects  male  theology,  clergy 
couples,  healing  for  abused  women, 
our  Baptist  heritage:  women’s  con¬ 
tributions  in  healing,  and  status  of 
women  in  the  SBC. 

Another  feature  was  a  testimony  by 
M.  Vernon  Davis,  academic  dean  at 
Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  his 
daughter,  Carol  Davis-Younger  of 
Paoli,  Ind.  They  described  how  they 
related  to  her  call  to  the  ministry. 

Younger  noted,  “dialling  is  just  like 
faith.  It  has  to  be  your  own  . . . . 
Ministry  is  a  lifestyle  more  than  just 
a  job.” 

Davis  said  he  had  fears  when  he 
saw  his  daughter  walk  the  aisle  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  ministry  but  that  he 
celetH’ates  with  her.  7” 

~  '“We  should  not  tell  our  daOghters 
'  who  are  called  to  the  ministry.  ‘Don’t 
do  it.  There’s  no  future  in  it.’  Because 
there  is.” 

During  the  business  session,  the 
women  ministers  amended  their  con¬ 
stitution  to  include  a  subscription  to 
Folio,  the  organization’s  newsletter, 
as  a  part  of  the  annual  membership 
fee.  They  also  elected  five  new 
members  to  the  steering  committee : 

Officers  for  the  Women  in  Ministry 
are  Elizabeth  S.  Bellinger,  chaplain, 
inner  city  ministry,  Waco,  Texas, 
president;  Anne  P.  Rosser,  Baptist 
pastor,  Hampton,  Va.,  vice- 
president;  Diane  E.  Hill,  Elizabeth 
City,  N.C.,  recorder;  Deborah  Whis- 
nand  Stinson,  chaplain,  Houston  Bap¬ 
tist  Hospital  in  Texas,  treasurer; 
Marilyn  Prickett,  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  social  ministries  for  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  Baptist  (>)nven- 
tion,  program  coordinator;  and  Pat 
Bailey,  professor  of  social  work. 
Southern  Seminary,  membership 
coordinator. 

’The  women's  sixth  annual  meeting 
will  be  held  at  Manor  Baptist  Church, 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Mrs.  Cooper  Speaks 


Mrs.  Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo  City  speaks  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Committee  meeting  on  the  eve 
of  the  convention  on  the  occasion  of  the  committee’s  honor¬ 
ing  her  husband’s  memory.  Owen  Cooper,  who  died  in 
November,  served  on  the  Executive  Committee  longer  than 

Reliaious  educators 


any  other  person,  29  years,  by  virtud  of  re-elections  and  be¬ 
ing  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  two  years. 
At  left  is  Harold  Bennett,  president  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee;  and  at  right  is  David  Maddox  of  California,  who  was  then 
chairman. 


Gallup  cites  reasons  for  decline 
in  morality  in  America 


ST.  LOUIS  —  A  pastor,  a 
psychiatrist,  staff  members  from  two 
churches,  and  a  national  pollster  told 
Southern  Baptist  religious  educators 
how  to  become  partners  in  ministry. 

Such  was  the  theme  of  the  annual 
meeting  here  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Religious  Eklucation  Association. 

“America  is  facing  a  moral  crisis  of 
great  dimension,”  pollster  George 
Gallup  Jr  said.  He  cited  epidemics  of 
crime,  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  child 
abuse,  illiteracy,  divorce,  and 
religious  scandal. 

Gallup  said  his  research  shows  that 
“church  attendance  and  involvement 
makes  little  difference  in  a  person’s 
ethical  view”  in  these  areas. 

“We  boast  of  Christianity  as  our  faith 
but  many  of  us  have  not  learned  the 
basics  of  the  faith,”  Gallup  said.  “We 
say  we  are  Christians,  yet  we  do  not 
show  love  to  others  who  do  not  share 
our  particular  religious  views.” 

Gallup  cited  six  reasons  for  the 
decline  in  morality  in  America  —  ex¬ 
cessive  individualism,  lack  of  accoun¬ 
tability,  lack  of  values  and  distorted 
values,  watering  down  the  doctrine  of 
sin,  various  rationalizations,  and  a 
“deep  spiritual  malaise  in  our  nation.” 

But  he  gave  the  religious  educators 
three  steps  to  “stem  the  tide  of  im¬ 
morality.” 

First,  “Leaders  should  set  a  better 
example,”  he  said. 

Second,  “New  laws  should  be  pass¬ 
ed  to  hold  various  groups ’account¬ 
able.” 

Third,  “Values  should  be  taught  in 
the  home  and  public  tehools,”  Gallup 
said. 

Wayne  Oates,  professor  of 
psychiatry  and  behavioral  sciences  at 
the  University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  said 
“Much  that  we  call  evangelism  is  real¬ 
ly  recruitment.”  Rather  than  just 
bringing  in  those  whose  needs  are 
easy  to  meet,  the  church  should  reach 
out  to  people  who  have  hit  spiritual 
bottom,  he  said. 


Many  people  need  “character 
transformation  and  re-education” 
which  the  church  can  give,  Oates  said. 

In  a  later  session  Oates  said  a 
“mutual  covenant  of  love  in  Jesus 
Christ  could  subdue  the  antagonism” 
among  Southern  Baptists. 

He  pointed  out  the  “remarkable 
degree  of  mutuality  and  high  level  of 
trust”  that  Jesus  and  his  disciples 
enjoyed. 

Oates  discussed  four  areas  of  hurts 
in  Southern  Baptist  churches  today  — 
antagonism  between  staff  members, 
w(Mnen  in  ministry,  diversity  of  beliefe 
about  the  Bible,  and  diversity  of  gifts 
among  staff  members. 

(Calvin  Miller,  pastor  of  Westside 
Baptist  CIhurch  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  told 
the  group  they  should  also  have  a 
partnership  with  Christ,  an  educator 
whodmparted  simple  pragmatic  and 
abstract  truths. 

“Jesus  didn’t  come  to  make  us 
smarter,  but  came  to  give  us  purpose 
in  life,”  Miller  said. 

He  suggested  the  educators  should 
adopt  Jesus’  three-point  example  in 
teaching. 

First,  Jesus’  teaching  was  simple. 
Miller  said.  “One  of  the  things  that 
bothers  me  about  us  Southern  Bap¬ 


tists  is  that  we  have  lost  our  simplici¬ 
ty,”  Miller  said.  Jesus  “didn’t  own  an 
overhead  projector”  and  “didn’t 
alliterate  his  sermons.” 

Second,  Miller  said  Jesus’  teaching 
was  pragmatic,  although  not  in  the 
way  most  Southern  Baptists  think. 
“We  do  not  find  any  of  our  hangups 
written  into  his  gospel,”  Miller  said. 
Jesus’  teaching  is  “not  a  sign  post  that 
says  go  this  way,  but  one  that  says 
follow  mfe” 

Third,  Jesus’  teaching  was  also 
abstract.  Miller  said. 

This  is  exemplified  in  the  parables, 
he  said.  Even  though  parables  “say 
the  simplest  things,”  they  can  spark 
conversation  for  years. 

Officers  elected  for  the  next  year 
are  president,  Irene  Bennett,  Evans, 
Ga.;  president-elect,  Jerry  Stub¬ 
blefield,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.;  regional 
vice  presidents,  David  Sparrow,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  Dale  Shook,  Hobbs,  N.M., 
Lloyd  Welsh,  Jr.,  Raleigh,  N.C.; 
secretary-treasurer,  Joe  Haynes, 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  associate 
secretary-treasurer.  Bill  King,  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Maurice  Flowers, 
director  of  missions,  Jones  Associa¬ 
tion,  Laurel,  Miss.,  was  elected 
secretary. 


Like  Marc  Anthony^s  speech 

BRISTOL,  England  (EP)  —  Speaking  ill  of  the  dead  made  trouble  for 
an  Anglican  vicar  in  England,  and  caused  a  stir  that  went  beyond  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Michael  Dittmer,  of  Nettleton  near  Bristol,  presided  at  a  funeral  where 
he  was  asked  by  the  deceased’s  next  of  kin  “not  to  make  a  saint  of  the 
deceased.”  Dittner  obliged  by  describing  the  local  farmer  as  a 
‘disagreeable  man  possessing  little  that  was  good”  and  as  one  who  would 
not  be  missed. 

Members  of  the  community  did  not  expect  quite  that  much  honesty 
at  a  funeral,  and  visited  the  Bishop  of  Bristol  to  express  their  outrage, 
lb  make  peace,  Dittmer  wrote  a  letter  of  apology  to  mourners  and 
printed  a  statement  in  the  church  paper. 
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Lewis  plans  to  ask  HMB  staff 
to  reaffirm  BFM  statement 


Thursday,  July  9,  1887 

College  ministers’  workshop 
creates  new  support  network 


(Continued  from  page  3) 

Lewis  made  his  remarks  to  about 
150  employees  who  attended  FYiday 
morning  chapel  services  at  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  offices  of  the  HMB.  Employees  of 
the  main  offices  of  the  HMB  include 
138  elected  staff  and  215  other 
employees. 

According  to  the  annual  report, 
the  HMB  has  3,637  appointed 
missionaries. 

Lewis,  who  was  president  of 
800-student  Hannibal-LaGrange  Bap¬ 
tist  College  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  before 
becoming  HMB  president,  said  his  ac¬ 
tion  is  a  result  of  the  report  of  the  SBC 
Peace  Committee  during  the  June 
16-18  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  St.  Louis. 

In  its  report,  the  Peace  Committee 
recommended  that  “trustees  deter¬ 
mine  the  theological  position  of 
seminary  administrators  and  faculty 
members,”  as  well  as  to  build  their 
professional  staffs  and  faculties  “from 
those  who  clearly  reflect”  the  domi¬ 
nant  theological  viewpoint  of 
Southern  Baptists. 

The  report  also  noted  “most 
Southern  Baptists”  interpret  the 
“historic  Baptist  position”  the  Bible 
has  “truth  without  any  mixture  of  er¬ 
ror  for  its  matter”  as  meaning  “for  ex¬ 
ample”  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  real 
persons,  the  named  authors  did  in¬ 
deed  write  the  books  attributed  to 
them  in  the  Bible,  the  miracles  did  oc¬ 
cur,  and  the  historical  narratives  in 
the  Scripture  are  “accurate  and 
reliable.” 

“I  see  this  (the  Peace  Committee 
report)  as  a  mandate.  I  pledge,  as 
president,  I  will  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  lead  the  board  ...  to  be  onn- 
mensurate  with  guidelines  of  the 
Peace  Committee,”  he  said. 

Lewis  said  be  believes  the  “man¬ 
date”  comes  from  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Peace  Committee,  which 
continues  the  22-member  group  for  up 
to  thr#e  more  years  “for  the  purpose 
of  observing  the  response  of  all  agen¬ 
cies,  officers  and  other  participants  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Peace 
Committee  . . . .” 

Fbllowinyg  the  chapel  address,  Lewis 
told  the  Atlanta  bureau  of  Baptist 
F*ress  (who  are  employed  by  the 
HMB)  that  although  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  Peace  Committee  was 
specifically  directed  to  seminary  ad¬ 
ministrators  and  faculty,  “I  believe 
the  spirit  is  such  for  all  agencies  to 
comply. 

“It  bdiooves  us  as  an  agency  to  take 
the  Peace  Committee  report  and  its 
overwhelming  approval  by  the  con¬ 
vention  as  a  mandate  ....  I  do  not 
see  it  will  measurably  affect  hiring 
policies  since  we  already  ask  profes¬ 
sional  employees  to  affirm  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message,  including  Ar¬ 
ticle  I.” 

Article  I  deals  with  the  Scripture 
and  contains  the  phrase  that  the  Bi¬ 
ble  “has  truth  without  any  mixture  of 
error  for  its  matter.” 

“Agencies  exist  to  serve  our  people 
in  reaching  the  world  for  Jesus 
Christ,”  Lewis  said.  “Our  convention 
has  the  right  and  the  responsibility  to 
communicate  directives.  We  are 
responsible  for  concurring.  The 


grassroots  (of  Southern  Baptists)  are 
solid,  Bible-believing,  Bible- 
preaching  folks. 

Southern  Baptists  refuse  to  accept 
muddled,  watered-down,  neo¬ 
orthodox  theology.” 

Lewis  said  he  will  ask  the  staff  to 
“indicate  compliance  with  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message,  but  not  necessari¬ 
ly  with  a  signature.  I’ll  probably  send 
a  memo  asking  anyone  who  has  a  pro¬ 
blem  with  it  to  come  talk  to  me.  If  th^ 
don’t  come  to  me.  I’ll  assume  they  af¬ 
firm  it  (the  statement). 

“I  don’t  expect  anybody  at  the 
Home  Mission  Board  to  be  ter¬ 
minated.  I  don’t  expect  employees  to 
be  upset  (by  these  actions),”  Lewis 
said. 

Future  hiring  practices  will  include 
a  “more  involved  screening  selection 
of  future  employees,”  Lewis  said,  in¬ 
dicating  he  will  be  more  involved  in 
interviewing  upper-level  manage¬ 
ment  staff  to  determine  they  are, 
“doctrinally  sound  —  one  who  will 
without  question  embrace  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message,  including  Article 
I,  as  interpreted  by  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee.” 

In  reviewing  hiring  practices  of 
both  Atlanta  staff  and  missionaries  on 
the  field,  Lewis  said  the  forms  and 
practices  “seem  adequate  to  me. 
'There  might  be  some  slight  revisiwis. 
I  like  the  idea  of  upper  level  staff 
meeting  with  the  board  of  directors  or 
at  least  meeting  with  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  committee  of  the  board 
of  directors.” 

In  the  only  instance  where  Lewis 
has  been  involved  in  employing  pro¬ 
fessional  staff  —  the  June  tnistee  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  meeting  —  Lewis 
broke  with  hiring  tradition  to  ask  the 
prospective  employee  to  affirm  belief 
in  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
Statement. 

In  presenting  Richard  Reasoner  of 
Kansas  CSty,  Mo.,  to  trustees  for  elec¬ 
tion  as  director  counseling  services, 
Lewis  acknowledged  he  was  breaking 
with  regular  hiring  practices  but  ask¬ 
ed  Reasoner  to  affirm  his  belief  in  the 
BFM,  specifically  asking  if  he 
(Reasoner)  agreed  with  Article  I 
which  defines  the  Bible  as  being 
“truth  without  any  mixture  of  error.” 

Reasoner  responded  positively  to 
the  requests  and  answered  additional 
questi<ms,  responding  that  he  did  not 
drink  alcohol,  use  tobacco  products, 
and  would  not  engage  in  any  behavior 
that  would  be  an  embarrassment  to 
the  board. 

He  also  answered  a  question  in 
which  he  assured  trustees  he  would 
join  and  be  an  active  member  of  a 
Southern  Baptist  church  after  a  move 
to  Atlanta. 

Lewis  said  the  testimony  and  ques¬ 
tioning  of  prospective  employees  will 
not  necessarily  become  standard 
practice 

Currently,  staff  members  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  answer  questions  on  their 
church  involvement,  their  personal 
witnessing  habits  and  their  moral 
behavior,  as  well  as  their  doctrinal 
beliefs,  in  relation  to  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  Statement,  said  Gary 
Jones,  director  of  the  personnel  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  HMB. 


'The  Statement  was  reaffirmed  by 
the  HMB  trustees  in  March  1976  as 
“the  theological  basis  and  guideline 
for  those  employed  as  missionaries 
and  staff  of  the  HMB.” 

Lewis  acknowledged  that  to  review 
the  doctrinal  stance  of  more  than  3,000 
missionaries  on  the  field  would  be  a 
phenomenal  task.  “I’m  not  exactly 
sure  what  we’ll  do  with  that,”  he  ad¬ 
mitted,  declining  to  comment  further 

“I  hope  and  |May  that  now  the  Peace 
Committee  has  brought  a  report  that 
peace  will  be  the  result.  This 
divisiveness  has  been  a  bad  witness 
to  the  world  and  thwarted  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust.  I  hope  all  agencies  will 
ensure  the  recommendations  of  the 
Peace  Committee,”  Lewis  concluded. 

Sherri  A.  Brown  writes  for  the 
HMB. 

State  Baptist# 
give  more  than 
any  June  before 

Mississippi  Baptists  gave  more 
through  their  Ckwperative  Program  in 
June  than  for  any  previous  June,  a 
total  of  $1,689,143,  according  to  Earl 
Kelly,  executive  director-treasurer  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ck>nvention 
Board.  The  previous  June  high,  or¬ 
dinarily  not  a  big  giving  month,  was 
$1,508,186  in  June  of  1963. 

The  total  giving  for  the  unified  mis¬ 
sions  and  education  giving  plan  for 
1967  thus  far  is  $9,209,219,  nearly  a  half 
million  dollars  more  than  for  the 
same  period  of  1966.  January  through 
June  of  last  year,  receipts  were 
$8,718,066. 

On  a  pro  rata  budget,  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  ahead  of  their  giving  fw 
the  year  by  a  total  of  $134,219.  Half  of 
the  budgeted  amount  of  ^8,150,000  is 
$9,075,000. 


Michel  promoted 

(Continued  from  page  3) 
Church,  Prentiss,  Miss.  1976-84.  David 
and  his  wife  Marilyn,  have  two 
children. 

The  Executive  Committee  discuss¬ 
ed  the  current  financial  needs  of  the 
board  and  for  the  present  are  not  plan¬ 
ning  to  replace  Michel  with  another 
consultant  in  the  department.  'The  use 
of  missionaries-in-residence  was  sug¬ 
gested  to  be  continued  as  have  been 
done  in  the  past.  And  the  department 
will  continue  to  use  several  part  time 
consultants  for  church  building  cam¬ 
paigns,  and  other  projects. 


If  you  intend  to  go  to  work, 
there  is  no  better  place  than 
right  where  you  are.  If  you  do 
not  intend  to  go  to  work,  you 
cannot  get  along  anywhere 
Squirming  and  crawling  about 
from  place  to  place  can  do  no 
go(xi.  —  Abraham  Lincoln 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  first  na¬ 
tional  workshop  for  church  ministers 
to  college  students  has  helped 
establish  a  new  network  for  support 
and  sharing  ideas,  according  to  some 
of  the  160  participants. 

Unlike  pastors,  ministers  to  college 
students  do  not  often  have  a  network 
of  peers  to  share  problems  and  ideas, 
explained  Art  Herron,  a  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  national 
student  ministries  consultant  who 
coordinated  the  workshop  May  25-29 
in  Nashville. 


“We  will  be  able  to  call  each  other, 
share  ideas  and  replenish  each  other,” 
said  Mike  Bumgarner,  university 
minister  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Norman,  Okla. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  national 
student  ministries-sponsored  event 
specifically  for  church  ministers.  Her¬ 
ron  said  he  hopes  participants  will 
plan  similar  state  or  regional 
meetings. 

An  estimated  1,200  church  staff 
members  have  specific  respon¬ 
sibilities  for  student  ministries. 


Buses  For  Sale 


We  accept 
trade-ins 


Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Call  today!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  P.  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 
1-800-851-5054  501-536-7795  (in  Ark.) 


A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 

invites  your 

INDICATION  OF  INTEREST  TO 

$6,258,000 

OF  FIRST  MORTGAGE  BONDS  TO  BE  ISSUED  BY 

CHAPEL  HILL  HARVESTER 
CHURCH,  INC. 

DECATUR.  GEORGIA 

EARN  UP  TO: 

1 1 .600/0 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  Culbertson 
IRA.  Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted.  In  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Semiannually  By  ('heck 
Anticipated  Issue  Date:  July  15,  1987 
Interest  Rates  Will  Range  from  9.25%  to  11.60% 
Depending  Upon  the  Bond  Maturity  Selected 
Bond  Maturity  Range  Annual  Intwest  Rato 

1-15-89  to  M5-90  9.25% 

7-15-90  to  M 5-92  9.65% 

715-92  to  1-15-94  10.15% 

7-15-94  to  1-15-96  10.90% 

7-15-96  to  1-15-97  11.25% 

7-15-97  to  7-15-02  11.60% 

Thli  announccmont  is  neither  an  offer  to  tell  nor  ■  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offer  is  made  by  prospectus  only. 

A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 


-I  Investment 

Bankers 

1250  Continental  Plaza 
Fort  Worth.  Texas  76102 


For  more  compIcM  informMien  about  this  bond  issue,  obtain  a  prospectus  uMch  describes 
sN  of  the  particulars  of  this  undtrtaking.  Rood  it  carefully  before  you  mveti  or  send  money. 
All  bonds  are  offered  at  face  rahie  phis  eccrutd  interest  subject  to  prior  tale. _ 

CALL  COLLECT  OR  RETGRM  THIS  TO: 


Call  Collect: 
(601)  856-9158 


Christy  H.  Overby,  Account  ExacuChra 
309  Mockingbird  Lane 
Madison,  MS  39110 
Please  send  me  information  on  the  bonds  to  be  issued  by 
Chapel  Hill  Harvester  Church.  Decatur,  Georgia. 

Name  _ 

Street 

City.State.Zip  * _ _ 

Phone  No. _ 


Pickering:  ^I’m  optimistic; 
we’ ve  weathered  the  worst’ 


Mexican’s  sentence  reduced 
for  killing  of  James  Philpot 


“I  am  optimistic,”  said  Charles 
Pickering,  a  Mississippian  who  serv¬ 
ed  on  the  SBC  Peace  Committee,  the 
report  of  which  was  ai^roved  during 
the  convention  in  St.  Louis.  (The 
report  is  printed  in  this  and  the 
l»evious  issue)  “We’ve  weathered  the 
wcrst . . .  both  sides  are  more  tolerant 
of  the  other  side.” 

Pickering,  interviewed  by  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record,  said  that  after  his  two 
^^rs  on  the  Peace  Committee,  with  a 
meeting  about  every  two  months  — 
and  a  marathon  meeting  lasting  un¬ 
til  nearly  dawn  just  before  the  conven¬ 
tion  —  “I  feel  a  certain  amount  of 
fatigue.^’ 

He  said  he  feels  the  committee  “did 
the  best  they  could.  It  was  a  positive 
step  in  the  right  direction  and  re¬ 
quired  an  awful  lot  of  give  and  take.” 
^ckering  was  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  president  two  years  ago 
when  he  gathered  the  other  state 
presidents  together  for  a  meeting 
which  resulted  in  the  idea  for  a  Peace 
Committee. 

“There  is  not  any  question  there  has 
been  an  agenda  of  changing  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  SBC,”  he  said.  “Hopefully,” 
he  added,  “we  are  approaching  tte 
time  in  the  life  of  the  SBC  where  we 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

can  work  together  without  the  strong 
emphasis  that  has  previously  been 
placed  on  our  differences  and 
everyone  can  feel  a  part  (rf  the 
political  process  and  there  is  fairness 
in  both  theology  and  politics.” 

Pickering,  looking  back  on  the  con¬ 
troversy,  said  “There’s  enough  good  on 
both  sides  for  us  to  work  together  in 
the  cause  of  (Tuist.”  Conversely,  h6 
said,  “There’s  enough  bad  on  iMth 
sides  for  n<wie  of  us  to  be  proud.” 

“The  fear  I  had  was  if  Southern 
Baptists  kept  iHdiering  and  not  reflec¬ 
ting  Christian  attitudes,  God  would 
say  I  will  use  someone  else  to  fill  my 
purposes,”  He  said.  “God  is  in  charge, 
God  is  supreme  His  work  will  con¬ 
tinue.  The  question  is  what  role  will 
we  have  in  it.” 

Pickering  indicated  be  would  con¬ 
tinue  on  the  Peace  committee  fm*  the 
up  to  three  authorized  years  but  said 
he  didn’t  expect  a  major  investment 
of  time  on  it.  The  committee  chair¬ 
man,  Charles  Fuller,  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference,  said  that  the  current 
members  (less  Winfred  Moore  who 
resigned  after  the  report  was 
adopted)  “are  the  logical  pe<^le  to 
carry  through.” 

Fi^r  said  he  was  sure  there  would 


be  questions  concerning  the  appoint¬ 
ment  process,  particularly  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  the  appointments 
and  the  balance  of  representation.  He 
noted  that  the  four  examples  of 
Southern  Baptist  beliefs  noted  in  the 
report  should  not  serve  as  a 
“checklist”  for  employment  he  said. 

Asked  how  the  committee  came  to 
their  conclusions  concerning 
mainstream  beliefs  oS  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  interpreting  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  Statement,  he  said  com¬ 
mittee  members  discussed  that 
among  themselves.  Pickering,  in  the 
interview,  concurred. 

Bill  Poe  of  North  Carolina,  who 
drafted  the  report  for  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee,  told  Norman  Jameson  of 
Oklahoma’s  Baptist  newspaper,  the 
Baptist  Messenger,  that  tte  Sunday 
School  Board  offered  to  survey 
Southern  Baptists  concerning  such 
beliefs,  but  the  offer  was  rejected. 

The  Baptist  Record  sp(Ae  to  James 
Williams,  executive  vice  president  of 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  “We  offered 
our  services  to  the  Peace  Committee. 
Lloyd  Elder  did  make  that  offer.  We 
were  not  asked  to  do  any  substantive 
research,”  said  Williams. 


MEXICO  CITY  (BP)  -  A  Mexican 
man  has  been  sentenced  to  12  years 
in  prison  for  the  1985  killing  of 
Southern  Baptist  representative 
James  Philpot.  Missionaries  in 
several  countries  .are  called 
representatives. 

Luis  Alfredo  Gutierrez  Jimenez  was 
originally  sentenced  to  a  25-year 
prison  term  for  shooting  Philpot,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  American  Embassy  in 
Mexico  City.  But  the  term  was  reduc¬ 
ed  to  12  years  on  appeal. 

An  American  Embassy  official  in¬ 
formed  Southern  Baptist  workers 
June  15  of  the  conviction  and  senten¬ 
cing.  Southern  Baptists  have  relied  on 
the  embassy  for  most  of  the  scant  in¬ 
formation  available  on  the  murder  in¬ 
vestigation  and  trial. 

Philpot,  an  Arkansas  native  who 
had  worked  in  Mexico  since  1967,  was 
killed  Oct.  11,  1985.  He  was  driving  in 
Mexico  City  that  afternoon  when  his 
car  was  struck  by  another  car  emerg¬ 
ing  from  a  side  street.  According  to 
witnesses,  one  of  the  two  men  in  the 
other  car  jumped  out  and  shot  Philpot 
in  the  head.  He  died  at  the  scene.  Abel 
Hernandez  Figeroa,  a  Mexican  in  the 
car  with  Philpot,  was  shot  several 
times  in  the  stomach  but  survived. 

Mississippi  Baptist  relief  workers 
were  in  the  city  at  the  time  of  the 
murder. 

The  killer  and  his  companion 


escaped,  but  police  reported  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  two  suspects  Oct.  14.  A  witness 
took  down  the  license  plate  number  of 
the  car  speeding  away  from  the 
shooting  scene,  which  1^  to  the  ar¬ 
rests,  according  to  police. 

From  that  point  on.  Baptists  and 
American  embassy  officials  learned 
little  about  the  investigation.  In¬ 
vestigators  UxA  official  statements  on 
several  occasions  from  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  workers  and  a  Mexican  Baptist. 
But  none  was  called  to  testify  at  the 
trial,  which  reportedly  began  in  the 
spring  of  1986.  Southern  Baptist 
representatives  were  not  officially 
told  if  a  motive  for  killing  was 
established  during  the  trial,  or  what 
that  motive  might  have  been. 

Philpot’s  wife,  Jurhee,  left  Mexico 
after  the  killing,  but  has  since  return¬ 
ed  to  do  evangelistic  work  in  Mexico 
City. 


A  young  man  who  had  just  receiv¬ 
ed  his  degree  from  college,  rushed  out 
and  said,  “Here  I  am  world;  I  have 
my  A.B.”  The  quick  reply  came  back, 
“Sit  down,  my  son,  and  I’ll  teach  you 
the  rest  of  the  alphabet.” 


Tommy  Cherry,  pastor  of  Parkview  Church,  Leland,  poses  with  James  Smith,  pastor 
of  Hollandale  Church,  Hollandale  at  the  convention  center  in  St.  Louis. 


ACTS  directors  organize 


Rogers  issues  appeal  for 
unity  —  spiritual,  doctrinal 


The  Association  of  State  ACTS 
Directors  was  formed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  group  at  the  network  office  the 
day  before  the  Second  Annual  Na¬ 
tional  ACTS  Affiliates  meeting  was 
held  in  Fort  Worth.  'There  are  38  state 
ACTS  directors  at  this  time. 

Chip  Turner  (LA)  was  elected  as 
president;  with  vice-president,  Ray 
Johnson  (GA);  secretary-treasurer, 
Ken  Mercer  (MO);  and  newsletter 
editor,  Glen  Starling  ( VA)  completing 
the  officers  of  the  association.  Farrell 
Blankenship  of  Mississippi  served  as 
chairman  of  the  nominating 
committee. 


The  group  heard  presentations  by 
all  the  officers  of  the  ACTS  Network 
including  president,  Jimmy  Allen, 
and  were  given  time  for  questions  and 
answers.  In  addition  they  heard  from 
Gene  Linder,  former  executive  with 
the  second  largest  cable  company  in 
the  United  States,  who  has  joined  the 
ACTS  Network  as  a  consultant. 

The  evening  program  was  special 
interest  presentation/Swapshop  in 
Promoting  ACTS  at  the  state  level  led 
by  Chip  Turner,  and  Designing/FTo- 
viding  ACTS  TVaining  Events  at  the 
state  level  led  by  Farrell  Blankenship. 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Southern  Baptist  C^- 
vemion  President.  Adrian  Rogers 
issued  a  passionate  appeal  for  doc¬ 
trinal  unity  and  functional  diversity 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC 
here. 

Delivering  his  presidential  address 
to  more  than  22,000  messengers  dur¬ 
ing  the  opening  session  of  the  three- 
day  meeting  of  the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination,  Rogers  ap¬ 
pealed  for  unity  in  the  strife-tom 
body,  racked  for  nearly  a  decade  by 
a  debate  over  the  nature  of  the  Bible. 
At  the  same  time,  he  maintained  his 
earlier  insistence  that  the  basis  for 
denominational  unity  is  spiritual  and 
doctrinal. 

Rogers  alluded  to  the  division  bet¬ 
ween  fundamentalists  and  moderates 
early  in  his  half-hour  address  and  to 
the  two  sides’  basic  contentions  about 
what  should  hold  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  together. 

While  fundamentalists  generally 
have  insisted  that  a  strict  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible  is  the  basis  for  uni¬ 
ty,  moderates  have  said  unity  is  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  denomination’s  far-flung 
missionary  enterprise. 

“We  are  a  missionary  convention,” 
Rogers  said.  “That  is  the  reason  that 
we  come  together  to  do  business.  That 
is  our  business  —  missions  and 
evangelism  —  and  if  we  have  any 
other  business  the  curse  of  (Jod  is  on 
us  and  we  ought  to  go  out  of 
business  ...  We  will  self-destruct  if 
that  ever  ceases  to  be  so. 

“But  having  said  that,”  he  con¬ 


tinued,  “I  want  to  say  the  basis  of  our 
unity  is  not  missions  and  evangelism. 
The  basis  of  our  unity  is  spiritual  and 
doctrinal.  And  we  do  what  we  do 
because  we  are  what  we  are.” 

Taking  his  biblical  text  for  the  ad¬ 
dress  from  Ephesians,  Chapter  4, 
Rogers  elaborated  on  the  Apostle 
Paul’s  admonition  about  “endeavor¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace.” 

Such  unity  is  based  in  part  on  a 
common  faith,  he  said,  adding:  ‘“This 
speaks  of  the  revealed  body  of  truth 
found  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  My 
friends,  it  is  unchanged  and  it  is  un¬ 
changeable  ...  We  don’t  need  a  new 
and  a  modern  gospel  for  a  new  and 
modern  age.” 

Rogers  said  that  although  “Baptists 
differ  in  interpretation”  to  the  point 
that  when  “two  Baptists  (are) 
together  you’ll  have  three  opinions,” 
they  “are  united  in  that  the  Bible  is 
the  Word  of  God.” 

He  also  insisted  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  statement  adopted  in 
1963  sets  forth  inerrancy  as  the  stan- 


TTie  SBC  (Committee  on  Committees 
named  the  two  representatives  from 
Mississippi  to  the  Committee  on 
Boards,  along  with  other  state 
representatives.  The  two  from 
Mississippi  are  Dwight  L.  Smith, 
pastor  of  West  Ellisville  (Ourch. 
Ellisville,  and  J.  Warren  Ferguson,  a 
layman  from  First  Church, 


dard  by  which  Southern  Baptists 
understand  the  Bible. 

'The  doctrine  of  biblical  inerrancy 
is  one  of  the  central  issues  dividing 
the  convention,  with  the  fundamental 
wing  insisting  the  Bible  is  accurate  in 
every  respect,  including  historical 
facts  and  scientific  data. 

Rogers  said  that  diversity  among 
Southern  Baptists  is  “functional,”  not 
“doctrinal,”  adding:  “Functional 
diversity  leads  to  unity;  doctrinal 
diversity  leads  to  division. 

“Let  Baptists  —  young  and  old,  rich 
and  poor,  white  and  black.  North  and 
South  —  let  Baptists,  male  and 
female,  celebrate  our  diversity  and 
conserve  our  diversity  and  thank  God 
for  our  diversity.  Baptists  are  not  all 
alike  and  you  are  not  going  to  make 
them  all  alike.  'They  are  not  going  to 
march  in  lockstep.” 

At  the  same  time,  Rogers  added, 
“Southern  Baptists  are  old-fashioned, 
Bible-believing  Christians  that 
believe  that  hell  is  hot,  heaven  is 
sweet,  sin  is  black,  judgment  is  sure, 
and  Jesus  saves.  That’s  who  we  are.” 


Kosciusko.  The  two  Mississippians  on 
the  Committee  on  Committees  were 
Ed  Gandy,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  and  Carl  Ford,  a  layman 
from  Second  Avenue  CJiurch,  Laurel. 
The  Committee  on  Boards  nominates 
all  trustees  for  SBC  institutions  at  the 
next  year’s  convention. 


Two  from  state  on  Committee  of  Boards 


Thiirxlay.  July  f.  iw? 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  f 


A  MEDAL  FOR  MURPHY:  Melissa 
W.  Odom;  Pelican  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Gretna,  La.;  hardcover;  32 
pages;  |ie.95. 

The  author  uses  the  imagined  ex¬ 
periences  of  a  dog.  to  teach  children 
of  the  damages  of  false  information. 
Due  to  rumors  and  misunderstan¬ 
dings,  Muri^iey  is  mistaken  for  a  mad 
dog  untU  he  saves  a  child  from  drown¬ 
ing.  Then  he  became  a  hero.  The  book 


Sarah  Peugh  of  Aberdeen 


is  illustrated  by  James  Rice  This  is 
not  a  long  book,  and  it  can  easily  be 
read  to  pre-school  children.  It  will  be 
interesting  also  for  young  readers 
ages  five  to  10.  —  DTM 


“My  supreme  joy  is  in  the  church, 
in  studying  God’s  Word,”  Sarah  Peugh 
told  me,  in  her  home  at  205  Hillcrest 
in  Aberdeen.  She  said  she  gets  up  at 
4  o’clock  most  mornings  to  study  the 
Bible.  “The  Word  of  God  speaks  to  me 
intently.  I  am  happier  in  what  I  am 
doing  in  the  church  now  than  in 
anything  I’ve  ever  done.”  As  leader  of 
the  Adult  V  Sunday  School  Depart¬ 
ment  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Aber¬ 
deen,  she  plans  and  directs  the  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  Sunday  morning 
department  assembly  and  teaches  the 
teachers  in  her  department  on 
Wednesday  nights.  For  one  recent  pro¬ 
gram  she  wrote  poems  based  on  the 
psalms  studied  that  Sunday. 

Earlier  this  year,  in  Natchez,  Sarah  -  - 

was  named  Mississippi  Press  X  -J  When  U  work  fin The  church  secretary  who  wrote 

Women’s  Woman  of  Achievement  ^  ‘Two  sides  to  the  story”  had  obvious- 

1987.  For  this,  she  was  recognized  at  yWT.  ^  j|||a  J  E^r:  ly  put  much  prayer  and  thought  into 

the  recent  national  convention  of  W  ^  conditions  in  her 

press  women  in  Williamsburg  Va  9  f  church  very  closely  mimic  those  in 

Also  she  received  a  first  place  Lard  believe  a  statement  to  pertine^  ours  except  that  our  pastor  can  accept 

in  public  relations/promo-  Anne  McWilliams  interviews  Sarah  Peugh.  that  "^^s  voiced  by  Dr.  Landrum  P. 

tions/publicityinMPWscommunica-  lifetime  member  of  the  Mississippi  The  nun,  she  said,  was  like  one  she  dress  at  the  New  Orleans  ^ptist 
lions  contest.  Poetry  Society  and  charter  president  had  given  to  the  Evans  Memorial  Theological  Seminary.  'The  spring 

When  Sar^  wntes  me  I  usually  see  of  the  North  Branch  of  the  Poetry  Library  of  Aberdeen  when  she  1987  issue  of  the  seminary  publication 
a  butterfly  imprint  on  her  stationery.  Society.  Her  first  poem,  she  told  me  directed  “Christmas  Trees  Around  the  VISION  is  quoted  as  follows:  “One 
At  lunch  that  day,  I  noticed  her  but-  was  about  Robinson  Crusoe.  Former-  World.”  'Trees'  representing  ten  coun-  ‘problem’  which  Leavell  has  found 
terfly  napkin  rings.  I  had  heard  about  ly  she  wrote  a  column  for  the  Com-  tries  were  decorated  with  objects  of  among  Southern  Baptists  is  'scholars 
her  establishment  of  several  scholar-  mercial  Dispatch  in  Columbus  on  art  and  given  to  the  library.  are  on  one  side  presiding  over  static 

ships  for  young  people,  among  them  social  and  current  events  and  said  You  see  what  I  mean  when  I  say  or  declining  churches,  while  those 
the  Butterfly  Poetry  Contest  Award  she’d  like  to  begin  another  one  now  on  Sarah  has  wide  interests?  with  minimal  training  . .  .  are,  with 

and  the  Sarah  Peugh  MFWC  Butter-  current  events  and  religion.  At  one  She  was  born  at  Houston  in  single-minded  commitment,  building 
fly  Scholarship  for  graduating  time  she  was  social  editor  for  The  Chickasaw  County,  one  of  the  ten  strong  churches  and  winning 
Juniorettes.  “Why  is  the  butterfly  your  Aberdeen  Examiner.  Pearson  children.  Later  her  family  numbers  of  people  to  Christ.’  ” 

log?”  1  asked.  She  organized  the  Old-Fashioned  moved  out  into  the  country,  where  her  When  an  enterprise,  with  several 

“I  was  always  a  joiner  of  Gospel  Quartet,  and  as  one  of  its  four,  mother,  a  dedicated  Christian,  started  -  hundred  workers,  begins  to  lose  effec- 
everything.  I  volunteered  for  sings  alto.  a  Sunday  School  in  their  home.  Sarah  tiveness  ( or  money  in  the  instance  of 

everything.  I  tried  to  do  everything.  She  organized  Mississippi  Fashion  began  teaching  Sunday  School  at  age  a  commercial  enterorise)  in  its  ooera- 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


•Name  withheld 
by  request 


Correction 
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Gulfshore  summer 
conferences  —  198' 


Antioch  Church,  Jasper  Associa-  Mark  Walker  is  the  new  minister  of 
tion,  has  called  Carey  E.  Bass  as  music  and  education  at  First  Church, 
pastor.  He  has  served  as  interim  Winona.  He  was  minister  of  music  at 
pastor  for  Antioch  Riverside  Church,  Pascagoula  prior 
since  January,  to  his  move  to  Winona  in  June. 

1987.  He  became 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prica,  binding  and  styia  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
“IntBrnationally  known  spocialiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Boi  30S-C  —  Orsawwood,  Mias.  3aS30 


There  is  still  space  available  in  the  August  3-5,  111  Sunday  School 
Gulfehore  Summer  Conferences  listed  Leadership;  August  6-8,  IV  Sunday 
below  and  time  to  register  for  any  one  School  Leadership;  August  13-17,  IX 
of  them.  Youth;  August  18-22,  IV  Senior  Adult; 

July  9-13, 1  Youth  Music;  July  13-17,  For  reservations  contact:  Frank 
II  Youth  Music;  July  23-25,  Music  Simmons,  Manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Leadership;  July  27-29,  I  Sunday  Assembly,  Henderson  Point,  Pass 
School  Leadership;  July  30-Aug.  1,  II  Christian,  MS  39571,  Phone:  (601) 
Sunday  School  Leadership;  452-7261. 


He  and  his  wife,  Joy,  have  two 
full-time  pastor  on  children,  Lisa  and  Marcus.  Jerry  Mix- 
May  24.  Before  he  on  is  pastor. 

9  ij- 

■  ployed  at  Clarke  Pastor  of  Parlay  Church, 

■  CoUege,  as  Admis-  H^ton.  Bram  ^i^ed  the  duties  as 

■  sions  Recruiter.  Since  his 

Bass  Bass  is  a  F™*”  the  active  pastorate, 

graduate  of  Clarke  CoUege,  Southwest  ^ Nor- 
Baptist  Univereity,  and  holds  the  ^heast  Missussippi  as  interim. 

master  of  divinity  degree  from  New  jack  Hamel  assumed  his  duties  as 
Orleans  Seminary.  His  present  ad-  pastor  of  Burch  HiU  Church,  Jackson, 
dress  is  Rt.  2,  Box  165-B,  Louin,  MS  June  21.  He  is  a  native  of  JacksonviUe, 
39338.  Fla.,  and  a  graduate  of  Luther  Rice 

Ron  Jenkins  has  resigned  as  Seminary.  He  also  graduated  from 
minister  of  music  of  Alta  Woods  Reformed  Theological  Seminary, 
Church,  Jackson.  He  and  his  wife,  Jackson,  where  he  earned  a  master 
Melanie,  are  available  for  part-time,  ^  divinity  degree, 
interim  or  revival  offers  statewide.  He  has  served  churches  in  Arkan- 
They  reside  at  171-B  Cumberland  sas  and  Florida. 

Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39042,  and  may  be  Hamel  is  married  to  the  former 
contacted  by  phone  at  (601)  998-3248.  Brenda  Duncan  of  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

They  have  three  children,  Stephanie, 

Rubin  Herrin  has  resigned,  effec-  Heather,  and  Melanie, 
tive  June  7,  as  pastor  of  Faith  Axtell  Church,  AxteU,  Tex.  has  caU- 
Memorial  Church,  Poplarville.  He  is  ed  Merrill  Hawkins  Jr.  as  pastor, 
married  to  the  former  Shelia  Palmer,  Hawkins,  a  1985  graduate  of  Baylor 
they  have  two  children,  (^asidy,  and  University  and  a  student  at 
Shawn.  He  is  available  for  pastorate.  Southwestern  Baptist  Seminary,  is  a 
supply,  and  interim  wtxic.  Herrin  may  native  of  Starkville  and  a  former  in- 
be  contacted  at  Rt.  3,  Box  330,  Car-  terim  pastor  at  Self  Creek  CJhurch, 
riere,  MS  39426  or  {rfione  (601)  798-6471.  Starkville. 


FOB  OMRTEII 

OB  BENT 

25  -  OP  47  - 

PassoBger  buses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb.  MS  601-684-2900 


Harmontown  dedicates  pastorium 


Harmontown  Church,  Lafayene  Co.,  held  dedication  services  for  its  recently  built 
pastorium.  May  17.  The  pastorium  was  built  and  completed  the  latter  part  of  June, 

1986,  just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  its  new  pastor,  Trent  Grubbs,  and  his  wife,  Evelyn. 

Money  from  the  church’s  building  fund  was  used  to  finance  the  construction  and 
with  the  help  of  a  special  love  offering  taken  at  the  time  of  completion  only  $15,000 
was  needed  to  make  the  church  debt  free.  The  $15,000  was  loaned  to  the  church 
by  a  deacon.  Paul  Broadfoot,  and  the  church  made  the  final  payment  on  the  loan, 

April  1,  1907. 

The  speaker  for  the  dedication  service  was  G.  E.  Jolly,  retired  former  director  of 
missions  for  Panola  County,  and  also  served  as  interim  pastor  at  Harmontown  Church.  IIk  last  SenkM*  Adult  retreat  for  the  maintaining  good  health  in  the  senior 

J.  Don  Stanfill,  director  of  missions  for  Lafayette  and  Marshall  Counties,  and  former  summer  is  scheduled  for  August  18-22  years  and  Ethel  McKeithen,  retired 
pastor  of  Harmomown,  led  the  dedication  prayer  of  the  pastorium  following  the  notebur-  with  Penrose  St  Amant,  Bay  St.  WMU  consultant,  Jackson,  will  hold 
ning  ceremony.  Louis,  will  be  both  the  preacher  and  conferences  and  demonstrations  on 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Stanfill;  Marvin  Brown,  chairman  of  deacons  and  church  Bible  teacher.  St  Amant  is  a  retired  crafts.  Senior  adults  are  encouraged 
treasurer;  Grubbs;  Broadfoot;  JoHy;  and  Tom  Wright,  chairman  of  building  and  grounds  seminary  professor,  and  was  dean  to  bring  crafts  for  display.  Glen  Pear- 
committee.  and  president,  visiting  professor  and  son  will  instruct  those  interested  in  a 

lecturer  at  a  number  of  seminaries  special  kind  of  art  work, 
and  coUeges  and  a  Bible  expositor  and  Conferences  will  be  lead  by  W.  L. 

preacher  in  conferences  around  the  Howse  III  Sr.,  adult  consultant, 
wwld.  Nashville,  and  by  Tom  Williams, 

The  music  team~  consists  of  Don  Margaret  Hensley,  Ethel  McKeithen, 
McGregor,  editor  of  the  Baptist  and  Don  McGregor  all  of  Mississippi. 
Record,  Art  Nelson,  organist  and  The  conference  begins  at  supper 
Irene  Miu^,  Harperville,  pianist.  Aug.  18  with  r^istration  following 
Nelson  is  i^ired  business  manager  1:30  p.m.  and  closes  with  breakfast. 


Australia  &  New  Zealand  with  Christians 
Nov.  19-Doc.  4,  1987  —  late  Spring 
Caims  •  Brisbane  •  Auckland 
Rotorua  •  Melbourne  •  Sydney 
Complete  from  Atlanta  —  First  class 
&  deluxe  hotels 

M  M|H  Mki « t1  aHll  -  ■«  SttN 

Led  by:  Harold  &  Opal  Anderson  — 
20  years  experience  world-wide 
3420  RichmorKf  Rd. 
Montgomery,  AL  361 1 1 
205/281-5700 

Write  or  call  today  for  color  brochure 


(Scott) 


Hipnesus 
will  celebrate 
100th  year 


Jo  Ann  and  Bradley  Pope 


QuaMy  ladWy  to  match  budget 
Mors  than  SCiO  churchaa  bust 
Lai  us  help  you  make  your  dream 
araaWy. 


clxuAg 


outh  anniversary 

GrifflUi  Memorial  Church,  519  West 
Silas  Brown  Street,  Jackson,  is 
celebrating  its  80th  anniversary  with 
“A  Service  of  Remembrance  and  Re¬ 
joicing”  on  July  12  at  2:30  p.m. 
Former  pastor,  Wilson  Winstead, .will 
be  the  featured  speaker.  A  reception 
will  follow  the  service 


“The  senior  adult  group  Young  at 
Heart;  of  Williamsville  Church  (At¬ 
tala)  visited  the  Manship  House  and 
Mynelle  Gardens  in  Jackson.  They 
had  lunch  at  Coliseum  Ramada  Inn, 
June  9,”  says  (Catherine  Pettit.  Tom 
McCurley  is  pastor. 


Positions  Avaiiabie 
Wayland  Baptist  University' 
Piainview,  Texas 

Waylantj  Baptist  University  announces  the  immediate  open¬ 
ing  of  teaching  positions  in  Finance  and  in  Marketing  in  its 
Division  of  Business.  Both  appointments  are  effective  in  the 
fall  of  1987. 

Both  require  doctoral  degrees,  although  ABD  candidates  will 
be  considered.  Preference  will  be  given  to  candidates  with  ex¬ 
perience’  in  business/industry. 

'  Successful  candidates  will  be  responsible  for  teaching 
undergraduate  and  MBA  courses  in  the  Division,  as  well  as  ac¬ 
tively  participating  in  development  of  Wayland’s  business  pro¬ 
gram.  Frequent  cxintact  with  local  business/industry  can  be 
expected. 

TO  APPLY:  Contact  Dr.  Aline  Arnold,  chairman.  Division 
of  Business,  Wayland  Baptist  University,  Plainview,  TX 
79072;  (806)  296-5521,  ext.  355. 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE:  July  25,  1987. 


IWin  Lakes  Church,  (Hinds/Madison)  broke  ground  for  its 
new  educational  building,  June  21.  The  planned  new  facility 
will  contain  3j000  sq.  ft.  of  Suriday  School  classrooms,  a  choir 
room  and  some  addition  to  the  present  worship  space.  Pic¬ 
tured  are  members  of  the  building  committee,  Kaye  Porter,  Pat 


Reynolds,  Woody  Holt,  Al  Davis,  and  Bill  Gordon,  chairman 
and  Harold  Green,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  and 
the  Together  We  Build  Steering  Committee.  Bill  Stanford  is 
pastor. 


Lewis  Nobles,  president  of 
Mississippi  College,  has  been  elected 
to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  (Colleges  of  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 


David  Bishop  was 
ordained  to  the 
gospel  preaching 
ministry.  May  24,  by 
Ecru  Church,  Ecru. 
Bishop  is  presently 
serving  Springhill 
Church,  Franklinlon, 
La.  Pictured,  are 
Bishop,  (right)  and 
Hal  Bates,  pastor 
of  Ecru  Church, 
(left).  . 


SATELLITE  NETWORK.  INC 


Effective  July  12, 1987 


Mrs.  Winnie  Rickett  Pearce,  wife  of 
the  late  J.  Winston  Pearce,  writer-in- 
residence  at  (Campbell  University, 
Buies  Oeek,  N.C.,  died  June  21  in  Mid¬ 
dleton,  N.Y.,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Cliurch,  Buies  Creek. 

She  served  as  State  Missionary 
Union  President  (Maryland)  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  (Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ckinvention 
and  of  the  California  Baptist 
(Tonvention. 

Mrs.  Pearce,  the  former  Winnie 
Rickett  of  Andrews,  N.C.,  married  J. 
Winston  Pearce  at  Thbemacle  Baptist 
Lliurch  in  Raleigh  in  1936. 

Surviving  are  his  children,  Patricia 
Dutton  of  Middletown,  N.Y.;  Paula 
Hinton  of  Buies  Creek;  and  Perry 
Pearce  of  Santa  Fte,  N.M.;  and  five 
grandchildren. 


Johnny  N.  Rakestraw  from  New  the  University  of  Mississippi  and 
Harmony  Church,  Blue  Springs,  plans  to  do  seminary  work, 
recently  sorrendered  to  the  gospel 

ministry.  Rakestraw  is  a  partner  in  He  is  available  for  supply  work  or 
the  CPA  firm  of  Nail,  McKenny,  Thte  a  permanent  position  as  a  full-time 
&  Robinson.  He  is  chairman  of  pastm;  contact  him  at  1-534-6431,  home 
deacons  at  New  Harmony  (Tmrch.  or  534-7681,  office  For  more  informa- 
Rakestraw  and  his  wife  Donna,  tion  contact,  diarlie  Ransier,  pastor 
have  four  children;  Natalie  Josh,  of  New  Harmony,  534-2169  or  write  P. 
Doug,  and  Jamie.  He  is  a  graduate  of  0.  Box  155,  New  Albany,  MS  38652. 


Pine  Grove,  Union:  July  12-17;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m.;  weekdays,  10:30 
a.m.,  7:30  p.m.;  Frank  Harmon, 
pastOT,  First,  Newton,  speaker;  Ron¬ 
nie  White  Linwood,  music;  Curtis  L. 
(tuess,  pastor. 


HOME  WANTED  IN  MISSISSIP¬ 
PI  for  Alabama  man.  Needs  to  be 
near  Raleigh,  where  his  wife  is 
buried.  Contact  Charlie  Bruner, 
25^  12th  Avenue,  Tuscaloosa,  AL 
35401. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 


Brandon/PMrt  Rankin  Oxinty  Cable  Ch  35 

Cleveland  Warner  Amex  Cable  Ch  10 

(VeenviHe  McCaw  Cable  Ch  15 

Holland^  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Jackaon  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  ComcaM  Cable  Ch  11 

Hattiesburg  '  u.a  Cable 

Laurel  Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  20 


For  Information  contact: 


APARTMENT  FOR  RENT: 
Jackson  area.  Unfurnished,  one 
bedroom  with  stove  and 
refrigerator,  air-conditioned, 
garage.  Convenient  to  Westland 
Plaia  and  Metro.  References  re¬ 
quired.  354-1040/373-1809 


Farrell  Blankanehip 
Miss.  Bapt.  0>nv.  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


Peace  Committee  Introduction  —  Sources  of 


Last  issue  the  Baptist  Record 
presented  the  Findings,  exclusions, 
and  Recommendations  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Cxvention  Peace 
Committee,  that  was  adopted  at  ithe 
convention  last  month  in  St.  Louis. 
Those  three  sections  were  the  main 
parts  of  the  Peace  Committee  report. 

In  order  for  the  readers  to  have  the 
complete  Peace  Committee  report, 
this  week  we  are  presenting  the  In- 
troductix  and  the  Sources  <rf  the  Con¬ 
troversy.  Though  we  presented  the 
last  part  first  in  order  to  make  the 
most  important  part  available  first, 
the  addition  of  th^  sections  will  give 
readers  the  complete  report. 

Report  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
ventkM  Peace  Committee. 

Introduction:  During  the  1985  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Conventix  in  Dallas,  June  11-13, 1965, 
a  special  committee  was  created  to 
attempt  to  determine  the  sources  of 
the  current  controversy  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  to 
make  findings  and  recommendations 
to  resolve  it.  The  motix,  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  adopted,  says: 

“With  gratitude  for  God’s  bountiful 
blessings  on  us  as  Southern  Baptists 
and  with  rec<^ition  of  our  un¬ 
paralleled  opportunity  to  confront 
every  person  x  earth  with  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  by  the  year  2000  and  wito 
acknowledgement  of  divisions  among 
us,  which  if  allowed  to  extinue,  in¬ 
evitably  will  impede  our  progre^  im¬ 
pair  our  fellowship  and  imperil  our 
future,  and  alter  much  prayer,  we  of¬ 
fer  the  following  motion: 

That  a  Special  Committee  be 
authorized  by  this  Conventix,  in  ses¬ 
sion,  in  Dallas,  June,  1985;  and 
That  this  Committee  seek  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  sources  of  the  extroversies 
in  our  Convention,  and  make  findings 
and  recommendations  regarding 
these  controversies,  so  that  Sxthem 
Baptists  might  effect  reconciliation 
and  effectively  discharge  their 
responsibilities  to  God  by  cooperating 
together  to  accomplish  evangelism, 
.missions,  Christian  education  and 
other  causes  authorized  by  our  Con¬ 
stitution,  all  to  the  Glory  of  God.  “By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another”  (John  13:35)  (John  17:21); 
and 

That  this  Committee  follow  the  1963 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statement 
in  regard  to  theological  issues,  and 
operate  within  the  Constitution  and 
Bylaws  of  the  Sxthern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention;  and 

That  to  accomplish  its  work,  this 
Committee  shall  recognize  the  role  of 
trustees  and  shall  work  with  and 
thrxgh  appropriate  Boards,  Commis¬ 
sions  and  Agencies  of  the  Sxthem 
Baptist  Convention.  This  Committee 
shall  report  on  the  progress  of  its  wxk 
to  each  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  Trustees,  Bxrds, 
and  Agencies  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  their  officers  and 
employees,  shall  fully  experate  with 
the  Committee  to  accomplish  the  pur¬ 
poses  outlined  In  this  motion;  and 
That  staffing  and  professional  ad¬ 
vice  for  this  Committee  shall  be  in  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  Business  and  Financial 
Plan  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  Funding  shall  come  from 
(Operative  Program  funds  received 
by  the  Executive  Committee  as  a 


priority  item  before  the  percentage 
divisix  and  allocatix  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  CJonventix  Cxperative  Pro¬ 
gram  Allocatix  Budget;  and 
That  the  Committee  may  conduct 
its  business  in  open  sessions,  and  may 
hold  public  hearings,  but,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  may  also  hold  executive  ses¬ 
sions  to  acxmplish  its  work;  and 
That  any  vacancy,  or  vacancies,  x 
the  ^)ecial  Committee  be  filled  by  the 
Executive  Committee  at  its  next 
meeting  after  such  vacancy  occurs.  In 
the  filling  of  any  such  vacancy, 
balance  of  representation  shall  te 
maintained;  and 

That  the  Committee  may  make  its 
final  report  and  recommendatix  to 
the  1986  Sxthem  Baptist  Conventix 
and  request  that  it  be  discharged,  or 
the  Committee  may  make  a 
preliminary  rqixwt  to  the  1986  Cooven- 
tix  and  may  recommend  that  the 

Special  Cxunittee  be  extinued  in  ex¬ 
istence  for  an  additional  year,  in 
which  instance,  the  Committee  shall 
inykp  its  final  report  and  recommx- 
dations  to  the  1987  Sxthem  Baptist 
Convxtion;  and 

That  all  Sxthem  Baptists  be  urg¬ 
ed  to  exercise  restraint,  to  refrain 
from  divisive  action  and  xmments, 
and  to  reflect  Christian  love,  while  this 
Ck>mmittee  is  doing  its  work;  and 
That  the  following  persons  be 
designated  to  serve  x  the  Special 
Committee: 

Charles  G.  Fuller,  Chairman 
Harmon  M.  Bom 
Doyle  E.  Carlton,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Morris  H.  Chapman 
•William  O.  Crews 
Robert  E.  (Xittino 
Mrs.  A.  Harrison  Gregory 
Jim  Henry 
William  E.  Hull 
Herschel  H.  Hobbs 
Albert  McfHellan 
Charles  W.  Pickering 
William  E.  Poe 
Ray  E.  Roberts 
Adrian  P.  Rogers 
•Cecil  E.  Sherman 
John  Sullivan 
Daniel  G.  Vestal 
Jerry  Vines 
Edwin  H.  Young 
•Charles  F.  Stanley 
•W.  Winfred  Mxre 

•NOTE:  William  O.  Crews  was 
elected  president  of  (tolden  Gate  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  October  13, 
1966,  but  was  asked  to  remain  as  a 
member;  Cecil  E.  Sherman  resigned 
from  the  Special  Committee  Oct.  22, 
1986,  and  was  replaced  by  Peter 
James  Flamming;  Charles  F.  Stanley 
and  W.  Winfred  Mxre  served  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  office  as  president  and  first  vice 
president  of  the  Conventix,  and  were 
asked  to  remain  after  their  terms  of 
office  expired. 

Since  its  creation,  the  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  has  met  14  times.  Following 
each  meeting,  a  report  was  given  to 
Southern  Baptists  by  Chairman 
Charles  G.  Fuller  through  the 
denominational  news  service,  Baptist 
Press.  f 

In  keeping  with  its  assignment,  the 
Peace  Committee  has  determined 
what  it  believes  to  be  the  primary 
sources  of  the  extroversy,  has  macte 
findings  in  reference  to  those  sources 
and,  in  this  report,  is  making  recom¬ 
mendations  as  to  possible  ways  to  ef¬ 
fect  reconciliation. 


1.  Sources  Of  The  Cxtrowcrsy 
During  its  first  meeting,  the  Peace 
Committee  determined  the  primary 
source  of  the  controversy  is 
theological  differences,  but  found 
there  are  political  causes  as  well. 

Theological  sources:  In  meeting 
after  meeting  of  the  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee,  talk  turned  to  the  nature  of  in- 
sjxratix  of  the  Scriptures,  often  to  the 
point  of  preempting  the  xmmittee’s 
established  agenda.  Gradually,  it 
became  clear  that  while  there  might 
•be  other  theological  difference  the 
authority  of  the  Word  of  God  is  the 
focus  of  differences.  The  prinaary 
source  of  the  extroversy  in  the 
Soutbmi  Baptist  Conventix  is  the  Bi¬ 
ble;  mxe  specifically,  the  ways  in 
which  the  Bible  is  viewed. 

All  Baptists  see  the  Bible  as 
authxitative;  the  questix  is  the  ex¬ 
tent  and  nature  of  its  authority.  The 
differences  in  recent  years  have 
developed  around  the  phrase  in  Arti¬ 
cle  I  of  the  Baptist  Fhith  and  Message 
Statement  of  1963,  that  the  Bible 

“has _ truth  withxt  any  mixture 

of  error  for  its  matter  . . . .” 

TTie  actix  which  created  the  Peace 
Ckimmittee  instructed  it  to  follow  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statemxt 
of  1963  in  regard  to  tbxlogical  issues. 
Although  the  statement  includes  a 
Preamble  and  seventeen  articles,  the 
committee  has  fxused  primarily  x 
Article  One,  "The  Scriptures:” 

‘The  Hdy  Bible  was  written  by  mx 
divinely  inspired  and  is  the  recmtl  of 
God'S  revelatix  of  Himself  to  man.  It 
is  a  perfect  treasure  of  divine  instruc- 
tix.  It  has  God  for  its  author,  salva- 

tix  fx  its  end,  and  truth,  withxt  aity 
mixture  of  error,  for  its  matter.  It 
reveals  the  principles  which  God 
judges  us;  and  therefore  is,  and  will 
remain  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the 
true  center  of  Christian  union,  and  the 
supreme  standard  by  which  all 
human  cxduct,  creeds,  and  religious 
opinions  should  be  tried.  The  criterix 
by  which  the  Bible  is  to  be  interpreted 
is  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Herschel  Hobbs,  a  member  of 
the  Peace  Committee  and  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  wrote  the  1963 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  State¬ 
ment,  explained  the  phrase  “truth 
withxt  any  mixture  of  error  fx  its 
matter  .  . .”  by  reference  to  II 
Timothy  3:16  which  says,  “all  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God.” 
He  explained:  “The  Greek  New  Ttesta- 
mxt  reads  *811’  —  withxt  the  definite 
article  —  and  that  means  every  single 
part  of  the  whole  is  God-breathed. 
And  a  God  of  truth  does  not  breathe 
errx.”  Dr.  Hobbs  made  the  xnunxts 
during  the  1981  axual  meeting  of  the 
Sxthem  Baptist  Convention  in  Los 
Angeles,  (California. 

Using  Article  I  of  ihe  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  Statement  of  1963  as  a 
yardstick.  Peace  (Committee  subcom¬ 
mittees  visited  each  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries  and  five  other 
agencies;  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
the  Home  Missix  Board,  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  Schxl  Board,  Historical  Commis- 
six  and  Christian  Life  (Commission. 
Following  those  visits,  the  committee 
adopted  a  “Statement  on  Theological 
Diversity.” 

"The  Peace  Committee  has  com¬ 
pleted  a  preliminary  investigatix  of 
the  theological  situatix  in  our  SBC 


seminaries.  We  have  found  significant 
thxlogical  diversity  within  our  sem¬ 
inaries,  reflective  of  the  diversity 
within  our  wider  constituency.  These 
divergencies  are  found  among  those 
who  claim  to  h<M  a  high  view  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  to  teach  in  accordance  with, 
and  not  extrary  to,  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  Statement  of  1963. 

Examples  of  this  diversity  include 
the  following,  whidi  are  intended  to  be 
illustrative  but  not  exhaustive. 

(1)  Some  accept  and  affirm  the 
direct  creatix  and  histxicity  of 
Adam  and  Eve  while  others  view 
them  instead  as  rei»esxtative  the 
human  race  in  its  creation  and  fall. 

(2)  Some  understand  the  historici¬ 
ty  of  every  event  in  Scripture  as 
repxted  by  the  xiginal  source  while 
others  hold  that  the  historicity  can  be 
clarified  and  revised  by  tlte  findings 
of  modem  historical  scholarship. 

(3)  Some  h(dd  to  the  stated  authx- 
ship  of  every  book  in  the  Bible  while 
othxs  hdd  that  in  some  cases  such  at¬ 
tribution  may  not  refer  to  the  final 
author  or  may  be  pseudxymous. 

(4)  Some  hold  that  every  miracle  in 
the  Bible  is  intended  to  be  takx  as  an 
historical  evxt  while  others  hold  that 
some  miracles  are  intended  to  be 
taken  as  parabolic. 

The  P^ce  Conunittee  is  working 
earnestly  to  find  ways  to  build  bridges 
between  those  holding  divergent 
views  so  that  we  may  all  legitimate¬ 
ly  coexist  and  work  together  in  har¬ 
mony  to  accom|dish  our  commx  mis¬ 
six.  Please  pray  that  we  may  find 
ways  to  use  our  diversity  to  win  the 
greatest  number  to  faith  in  Christ  as 
Savior  and  Lord.” 

Elarly  in  its  second  year,  the  Peace 
Committee  continued  to  discuss 
theological  concerns,  including  the 
fact  that  there  are  at  least  two 
separate  and  distinct  interpretations 
of  Article  I  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  Statemxt  of  1963,  reflective 
of  the  diversity  present  in  the  Convx- 
tix.  One  view  tralds  that  when  the  ar¬ 
ticle  says  the  Bible  has  “truth  withxt 
any  mixture  of  error  for  its  matter,” 
it  mxns  all  areas  —  historical,  seix- 
tific,  thxlogical  and  philosophical. 
TTie  othx  holds  the  “truth”  relates  x- 
ly  to  matter  of  faith  and  practice 

The  Committee  discussed  whether 
the  faculties  of  the  SBC  seminaries 
adequately  reflxt  the  views  of  many 
Sxthem  Baptists  who  believe  in  the 
first  interpretatix.  A  Peace  (fommit- 
tee  subcommittee  met  with  the  six 
seminary  presidents  to  xmmunicate 
the  need  for  the  facilities  to  reflxt  the 
beliefs  of  these  Sxthem  Baptists. 

In  October,  1986,  the  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee  held  a  prayer  retreat  at  Glorieta 
Baptist  Conference  Center  nxr  San¬ 
ta  Pe,  New  Mexico,  attended  by  the 
Peace  committee  and  leaders  of  all 
national  agencies.  During  that 
mxting,  the  seminary  presidents 
presented  a  statement  of  their  inten¬ 
tions  which  has  bxome  known  as  the 
“Glorieta  Statement:” 

“We,  the  presidents  of  the  six  SBC 
seminaries,  through  prayerful  and 
careful  reflxtion  and  dialogue,  have 
unanimously  agreed  to  dxlare  these 
commitments  regarding  our  lives  and 
ox  work  with  Sxthem  Baptists. 

We  believe  that  (Christianity  is 
supernatural  in  its  origin  and  history. 
We  reputiate  every  thxry  of  religix 


which  denies  the  supernatural 
elemxts  in  ox  faith.  The  miracles  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  are 
historical  evidences  of  God’s  judg¬ 
ment,  love  and  redemption. 

We  believe  that  the  BiMe  is  fully  in¬ 
spired;  it  is  ‘God-breathed’  (II  Tim. 
3:16),  utterly  unique.  No  other  book  or 
xllxtion  of  books  can  justify  that 
claim.  The  sixty-six  books  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  are  not  errant  in  any  area  of  reali¬ 
ty.  We  hold  to  their  infallible  power 
and  binding  authority. 

We  believe  that  ox  six  seminaries 
are  fulfilling  the  purposes  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Sxthem  Baptist  (Convx¬ 
tion.  Nevertheless,  we  acknowledge 
that  they  are  not  perfxt  institutions. 

We  recognize  that  there  are  legitimate 
concerns  regarding  them  which  We 
are  addressing. 

We  commit  ourselves  therefore  to 
the  resolutix  of  the  problems  which 
beset  ox  beloved  dexminatix.  We^ 
are  rxdy  and  xger  to  be  partners  in 
the  peace  process.  Spxifically: 

(1)  We  reaffirm  ox  seminary  cx- 
fessional  statements,  and  we  will  x- 
fwce  compliance  by  the  persons  sign¬ 
ing  them. 

(2)  We  will  foster  in  ox  classrxms 
a  balanced,  scholarly  frame  of 
reference  fx  presxting  fairly  the  x- 
tire  spxtrum  of  scriptural  interpreta¬ 
tions  represxted  by  ox  constituten- 
cies.  We  perceive  this  to  be  both  good 
educatix  and  good  experation. 

(3)  We  respxt  the  cxvictions  ot  aU 
Sxthem  Baptists  and  we  repudiate 
the  caricature  and  intimidation  of 
persons  for  their  thxlogical  beliefs. 

(4)  We  commit  ourselves  to  fairness 
in  selxting  faculty,  Ixturers  and 
chapel  speakers  across  the 
thxlogical  spxtrum  of  ox  Baptist 
constituency. 

(5)  We  will  Ixd  ox  seminary  xm- 
munities  in  spiritual  revival,  personal 
discipleship,  (Christian  lifestyle  and 
active  churchmanship. 

(6)  We  will  dxpen  and  strengthen 
the  spirit  of  evangelism  and  missions 
on  ox  campuses  while  emphasizing 
afresh  the  distinctive  dxtrines  of  ox 
Baptist  heritage. 

(7)  We  have  scheduled  for  Sxthem 
Baptists  thrx  national  conferences.  , 

A  Conference  on  Biblical  Inerran¬ 
cy  -  •1987 

A  Conference  on  Biblical  Inter¬ 
pretation  —  1988 

A  Conference  on  IBiblical  Im¬ 
peratives  —  1989  N 
•NOTE:  The  first  conerence,  fxus- 
ing  on  biblical  inerrancy,  was  held  at 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  (inference  Center 
May  4-7, 1987,  with  more  than  1,000  in 
attendance. 

We  share  these  commitments  with 
the  hope  that  all  Southern  Baptists 
will  join  us  in  sxking  “the  wisdom 
from  above”  in  our  efforts  toward 
rxonciliation: 

“The  wisdom  from  above  is  first 
pure,  then  peacxble,  gentle,  open  to 
reason,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fmits, 
without  uncertainty  or  insincerity” 
(James  3:17). 

The  Peace  Committee  affirmed  the 
Glorieta  Statement  and  exsed  its  of¬ 
ficial  inquiry,  referring  unanswered 
questions  and  unresolved  issues  back 
to  the  administrators  and  trustees  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and 
Midwestern  Baptist  Theological 
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Tliursday.  July  f,  1387 

Broadcasters 
present  awards 
to  churches 

The  first  annual  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Broadcasting  meeting  held 
recently  presented  awards  to  a 
number  of  Mississippi  churches  for 
outstanding  work  in  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion.  The  entrees  from  churches  were 
judged  by  professionals  in  the  field  of 
radio  and  television. 

The  awards  were  presented  at  a  lun¬ 
cheon  by  Farrell  Blankenship,  direc¬ 
tor,  Department  of  Broadcast  Ser¬ 
vices,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  Jimmy  Allen,  president, 
SBC  Radio  and  Television 


controversy 


Seminary,  hoping  the  faults  of  their  of  messenger  registration  and  voting 
actions  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  to  prevent  misuse  of  the  registration 
Conveiition-aflarge.  and  voting  processes  at  annual 

During  the  Committee’s  December,  meetings. 

1986,  meeting,  additional  1|Uestions 

arose  as  to  the  meaning  and  the  im-  .  ^  primary  area  of  discussion  was 
plementation  of  the  Glorieta  ^  Constitution  and  Bylaws 

Statement.  ™  Convention  to  restrict  the  ap- 

The  seminary  presidents  report  powers  of  the  president, 

that  their  efforts  to  implement  the  ^  majority  of  the  commit- 

Statement  have  included  an  effort  to  ff®  *  members  feel  the  basic  Conven- 
recruit  conservative  scholars  to  fill  „  "  structure  has  served  Southern 
faculty  vacancies,  expansion  of  h**^**^  should  now  be 

reading  lists,  invitations  to  conser-  ®n^"8ed. 
vative  scholars  to  address  chapel  and  The  Committee  investigated 
other  events,  a  commitment  to  treat  numerous  charges  of  political 
all  persons  fairly  and  expanded  malfeasance  and  voter  irregularity.  It 
evangelistic  and  missions  activities  heard  a  detailed  report,  complete  with 
on  campus.  statistical  analysis,  on  messenger 


Larry  Baker,  left,  visits  with  Paul  and  Sandy  Jones.  Baker  is  the  new  head  of  the 
SBC  Christian  Life  Commission.  Paul  Jones  is  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Christian  Action  Commission. 


Campus  minister  urged 
“Look  and  listen  to  God’ 


Wallace  will 
seek  to  recruit 
missionaries 


Southern  Baptist  missionary  Karl 
W.  Wallace  of  Jackson-has  joined  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board’s  Missionary 
Enlistment  De- 
partment  for  a 
year.  In  his  tem- 
porary  job  he  will 
travel  around  Mis- 
sissippi.  challeng- 
;  ii^  pastors  to  con- 
sider  becoming 
foreign  mission- 
aries.  Then  in  June 
Wallace  i988  he  plans  to 
return  to  field  work  in  Peru. 

Constantly,  the  greatest  need 
overseas  is  for  preachers,  according 
to  FMB  staffers,  with  about  300  re¬ 
quests  fw  preachers  made  yearly.  Yet 
only  about  one  in  four  such  requests 
are  filled. 

An  oft-repeated  statistic  is  that 
about  95  percent  of  Southern  Baptist 
pastors  stay  in  the  United  States 
where  only  five  percent  of  the  world’s 
five  billion  people  live. 

“It  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest  who  has  opened  so 
many  doors  for  us  would  call  so  few,” 
said  Bill  Morgan  of  the  FMB’s  enlist¬ 
ment  department.  “Surely  God  is  call¬ 
ing  many  who  have  not  yet  heard.” 
Wallace’s  furlough  address  is  785 
for  27  E^t  Northside  Drive,  Jackson,  Miss, 
ander-  39206.  He  can  be  contacted  by 
ars.  telephone  at  (601)  366-7033. 


Evangelists  elect  Swimmer  as  officer 


ST.  LOUIS  —  Southern  Baptist  Committee  on  Order  of  Business  for  attended  the  banquet  and  business  evangelists  and  singers  in  planning 

evangelists  should  “lick  the  boots  of  including  several  vocational  session  went  on  record  affirming  and  for  conventionwide  simultaneous 

men  like  Adrian  Rogers  and  Bailey  evangelists  and  singers  on  the  1987  accepting  the  Amsterdam  Affirma-  revivals  in  1990 

Smith  for  helping  to  swing  the  SBC  SBC  program.  tions  as  “our  biblical  standard  for  , 

back  to  a  conservative  mood,”  the  Linginfelter  added,  “Who  would  spiritual  accountability.”  i  ^ 

newly  elected  president  of  the  Con-  have  thought  10  years  ago  that  The  15  statements  are  taken  from 
ference  of  Southern  Baptist  evangelists  would  be  on  the  SBC  pro-  Billy  Graham’s  book  “A  Biblical  Stan- 

Evangelists  said.  gram.  It  is  truly  a  miracle  of  G^.”  dard  for  Evangelists”  which  were  af-  Mempi 

„  T  •  •  ,  1  The  1987  president,  Rudy  Her-  firmed  by  12,000  evangelists  from  Insurer;  Jer 

nandez,  an  evangelist  from  San  An-  around  the  world  who  attended  * 

CTangetot  trora  Alcoa  ^  Llnginfelter's  Amsterdam  « and  ■86,  sponsored  by  “ 

u.'"  ’’  gratetul  that  evangeliste  also  were  in. 

bst  Convention  "  on  the  19m  Southern  Baptist 

His  remarks  came  during  the  pastors’  Conference  program, 
business  session  of  the  evangelists’  The  evangelists  also  affirmed  15 
conference  on  the  eve  of  their  annual  statements  dealing  with  integrity  in 
conference  the  wake  of  the  PTL  and  Oral  Roberts 

Linginfelter  made  his  statement  controversies,  and  elected  officers  for 
when  DTesentiniz  a  resolution  express-  1968. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Perhaps  these  seven  churches  reflect  your  church 


are  going  to  sing  “when  I  survey  the  wondrous 
cross,”  we  must  also  sing  “all  the  vain  things 
that  charm  us  most,  we  sacrifice  them  to  his 
blood.”  If  we  are  going  to  sing  “my  Jesus,  I  love 
thee,”  we  must  also  sing  “all  the  follies  of  sin 
I  resign.” 

There  is  no  scale  that  can  weigh  the  impact 
of  a  Christ  honoring  church  within  the  life  of 
the  community.  There  is  no  yardstick  long 
enough  to  measure  the  impact  of  a*  Christ 
honoring  church  upon  the  family.  What  a  joy 
it  is  for  me  to  enter  the  doors  of  the  church  with 
my  family.  As  imperfect  as  it  is,  “I  had  rather 
be  a  doorkeeper  in  the  house  of  my  God  than 
to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  the  wicked.” 

As  Christians  we  must  realize  that  Christ 
knows  what  kind  of  church  we  have.  We  are  to 
seek  to  make  it  a  better  church  for  his  glory. 
One  way  to  do  that  is  to  continue  growing  in 
grace  ourselves.  Better  church  members  make 
better  churches. 

Rex  Yancey  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Quitman. 


of  a  church  being  a  “fussing  or  fighting” 
church.  Churches  are  known  for  such  things  as 
“running  off  the  preacher”  and  “harboring 
false  doctrine.”  Churches  should  have  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  love,  truth,  compassion,  evangelistic 
fervor,  etc.  What  kind  of  reputation  does  your 
church  have?  Don’t  take  your  own  word  for  it. 
Visit  with  people  in  your  community,  listen  with 
an  attentive  ear,  and  you  will  soon  find  out  its 
reputation. 

Perhaps  these  seven  churches  reflect  your 
church.  Smyrna  and  Philadelphia  have  nothing 
but  praise  Sardis  and  Laodicea  have  nothing 
but  blame  Ephesus,  Pergamos,  and  Thyatira 
have  both  praise  and  blame  mixed. 

One  day  our  Lord  is  going  to  receive  a  church 
without  spot  or  blame  The  fact  that  we  live  in 
the  “not  yet”  is  not  a  good  excuse  for  us  to  use 
to  keep  from  having  a  church  that  will  honor 
its  Lord.  If  we  are  going  to  sing  “I’m  going  home 
by  way  of  the  cross,”  we  must  also  sing  “then 
I  bid  farewell  to  the  ways  of  the  world.”  If  we 


By  Rex  Yancey 
Revelation  2:1-7;  3:14-16,  19-22 
The  purpose  of  the  book  of  Revelation  was  to 
confront  two  problems  faced  by  Christians.  One 
was  an  internal  problem.  There  seems  to  have 
been  an  insidious  doctrine 
that  had  entered  the  church 
that  later  came  to  be  known 
as  gnosticism.  Gnosticism 
m  was  a  basic  philosophical 

^  ^  dualism.  Everything  was 

divided  into  two  parts,  spirit 
i.  and  matter.  Spirit  was 

essentially  good;  matter 
HIB  ^  was  essentially  evil.  This 

Yancey  philosophy  invaded  the 

church  and  almost  took  it  over. 

The  second  problem  confronted  by  these 
Christians  was  an  external  problem.  The  Chris¬ 
tians  were  being  persecuted  for  their  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ.  Domitian  was  the  first  of  the 
Roman  emperors  who  actually  opposed 


Christianity. 

John  had  a  vision  of  the  sovereign  God  and 
the  resurrected  Christ  while  exiled  on  the  isle 
of  Patmos.  This  experience  showed  John  that 
God  is  going  to  encourage  Christians  to  remain 
firm  in  the  face  of  opposition,  whether  that  op¬ 
position  is  doctrinal  or  physical. 

John  pictures  Christ  as  in  the  midst  of  his 
churches.  The  number  seven  is  significant  in 
that  it  stands  for  completeness.  This  message 
was  not  only  for  the  churches  of  Asia  (there 
were  more  than  seven),  it  is  a  message  to  all 
churches  of  all  ages. 

“Preacher,  we  have  a  singing  church.” 
“Preacher,  we  have  a  giving  church.” 
“Preacher,  we  have  a  missionary  church.” 
These  quotes  suggest  to  us  that  each  church  has 
a  reputation.  My  heart  is  saddened  when  I  hear 


Paul  shows  a  new 


igan  III  p-,  . '  the  ceremony  (immersion)  has  such  dramatic 

1-14  U  N  I  r  R  M  meaning.  Death  cancels  claims,  severs  rela- 

:trine  “once  saved,  - .  tionships,  ends  bondage  Death  of  the  slave  ends 

make  you  comfort-,  from  the  believer’s  heart,  but  the  will  of  the  his  capacity  to  execute  the  orders  of  his  wick- 

iaptists  accept  the  believer  to  sin  is  broken.  He  no  longer  craves  ed  master.  But,  he  comes  from  the  water  as 

as  a  conscience-  sin  but  cries  to  cease  it.  The  illustration  given  Christ  came  from  the  grave,  with  victory  over 

ince  I  am  saved,  my  is  baptism,  which  in  New  'Testament  times  so  Death,  victory  over  sin.  Christ’s  resurrection 

is  forgiven;  God’s  closely  followed  conversion  that  the  two  were  brought  death  to  Death;  the  believer’s  being 

ill  cover  my  sins.”  It  consi^red  to  be  part  of  one  event.  This  is  not  raised  brings  victory  to  life.  And  to  live  he  is, 

nilar  attitude  that  baptismal  regeneration  but  regeneration  sym-  not  in  the  bondage  of  sin,  but  in  the  freedom  of 

demns.  His  response  holism.  Baptism  graphically  depicts  the  results  life  to  God. 

ally,  “May  it  not  of  union  with  Cluist  through  faith  —  cruqifix-  The  victory  is  engaged  by  becoming  a  dif- 
be,”  or  “By  no  ion  leading  to  death  and  burial.  ferent  kind  of  slave  —  to  righteousness.  One 

or  “God  forbid!”  (v.  'The  self  of  the  unregenerate  believer,  what  does  it,  Paul  says,  three  ways.  First,  recognize 
eason  is  simple,  “We  we  once  were  in  our  pre-Christian  state,  our  it  (v.  11).  He  means  consider  it  so,  a(toit  it,  face 

>in.”  body  of  sin,  was  crucified,  died,  and  was  b«iried  it,  affirm  it,  establish  it,  count  yourself  so!  It 

‘xperience  of  every  with  Christ  ( v.  1).  Participation  in  baptism  is  an  act  of  the  mind.  It  is  not  pretending  to  ba 

>t  be  the  element  in  should  reflect  to  the  candidate  and  congrega-  It  is  claiming  the  reality  of  Jesus’  victory  in 

br  a  believer  to  con-  tion  this  meaning  and  symbolism  in  the  in-  you.  (Jod  counts  you  forgiven,  sins  vanquished, 

impossibility.  Mind  itiatory  rite  of  self-identification  with  (Christ  positioned  dead  to  sin. 

;  sin  is  not  yanked  and  the  people  of  (kid.  That  is  why  the  form  of  Second,  apply  it  (v.  12).  Do  not  let  bodily 


desires  rule  you.  The  body  is  the  sensual 
receiver  of  one  whole  realm  of  God’s  bluings. 
Bless  the  body,  for  it  is  good  (which  is  one 
reason  it  shall  be  resurrected),  but  do  not  let 
the  temptations  which  reach  you  through  it 
cause  you  to  be  a  weapon  for  wickedness. 

Third,  offer  yourself  and  that  redeemed  body 
to  (kxl  (v.  13).  This  is  a  conscious  act  of  the 
mind  and  will.  It  is  an  action  that  is  to  be  under¬ 
taken  decisively.  Do  it,  and  do  it  completely.  It 
should  be  done  now.  Well-worn  believers  will  tell 
you  it  also  must  be  done  daily. 

lb  do  so  is  to  move  to  life;  it  is  to  become 
righteous.  Theologians  might  call  this  pro¬ 
gressive  righteousness  or  sanctification.  With 
this  progress  toward  true  living  comes  the  pro¬ 
mise  ot  God,  “Sin  shall  not  be  your  master.”  God 
does  not  merely  promise,  praise  him,  he  has 
shown  us  how  and  empowered  us  to  live  a  new 
way. 

Julian  W.  Fagan  III  is  pastor.  First,  Pontotoc. 


s  example  trains  Christian  leaders 


By  Al  Finch 
Acts  20:16-21,  27-35 

The  most  tender  passage  of  Christian  rela¬ 
tionship  may  be  the  meeting  of  Paul  with  the 
leadership  of  the  Efrfiesian  diurch  at  the 
seaport  town  of  Miletus 
(Acts  20:22-26,  36-38).  The 
pressure  of  travel  required 
that  Paul’s  last  instriKtion  to 
Ephesus  be  through  the 
leadership  of  the  church.  He 
was  equipping  a  nucleus, 
whose  teaching  ministry  in- 
volved  the  entire  church. 
Hr  This  is  the  pattern  Jesus  us- 

Finch  e(j  ^j,e  training  of 

disciples  to  send  out  on  larger  teaching  mis¬ 
sions  (Mark  6:7-13). 

PAUL’S  EXAMPLE  AS  TEACHER  is  seen  in 
verses  18-21.  He  served  humbly  even  in  tribula¬ 
tion  and  tears  (verse  19).  The  great  teacher  “did 
not  shrink”  from  the  declaration  of  any 


“Ibke  heed  to  yourselves”  is  good  advice  for 
any  teacher.  'The  biblical  question  for  teachers 
is,  “You  . . .  who  teach  others,  will  you  not  teach 
yourselves?”  (Rom.  2:21)  An  effective  teacher 
teaches  out  of  the  reservoir  of  his  own  learn¬ 
ing  and  experience  One  can  not  give  out  more 
than  has  b^  taken  in.  Christian  teachers  must 
be  sure  of  a  daily  experience  with  God  through 
Jesus  (Christ. 

Further,  care  should  be  taken  for  “all  the 
flock.”  The  C!hristian  teacher  has  an  obligation 
to  all  whom  the  spirit  of  (]rod  has  made  them 
responsible.  Winning  people  to  CThflst  is  but  the 
first  step  in  discipleship.  The  church  is  to  care 
for  those  won  as  individuals.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  made  the  leaders  “guardians”  of  those 
within  the  church. 

Again,  the  (Christian  teacher  is  “to  feed.” 
Growth  in  the  church  or  with  individuals  is 
dependent  upon  nourishment.  As  the  old  adage 
goes:  “We  are  to  feed  the  sheep  not  shear 
them.”  Paul’s  encouragement  “to  feed”  grows 


out  of  his  example  of  “declaring  unto  you  the 
whole  counsel  of  God.”  Feeding  demands  pro¬ 
per  diet.  The  “word  of  his  grace”  is  “able  to 
build  you  up.”  Those  built  up  become  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  work  of  the  church  (verse  32). 
The  J.  B.  Phillips  translation  says  the  built  up 
are  given  “your  place  among  all  those  who  are 
consecrated  to  God.” 

Finally,  the  C!hristian  teacher  is  to  “be  alert.” 
"rhe  vigilance  is  to  be  “ceaseless,  night  and 
day,”  and  compassionate  “with  tears.”  (verse 
31)  This  need  for  watchfulness  grows  out  of  the 
emphasis  of  the  church.  ’The  enemies  will  come 
from  without  and  within  the  fellowship  of  the 
church  (verses  29-30). 

THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRY  is  given  in  verse  35.  Paul  gives  a 
statement  of  Jesus  that  is  recorded  nowhe^ 
else:  “It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive” 
'This  eternal  principle  encourages  the  Christian 
teacher  to  continue  faithfully  his  work. 

Al  Finch  is  pastor.  First,  Greenwood. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


teaching  that  was  profitable.  'The  basis  of  his 
teaching  grew  out  of  his  experience  with  God. 
Both  “teaching”  and  “testifying”  are  used  to 
describe  the  message  of  Padl  at  Ephesus.  The 
words  suggest  a  personal  involvement  in  the 
message.  Paul’s  teaching  was  public  and 
private  to  suggest  the  method  for  us.  The 
universality  of  the  message  is  seen  in  declara¬ 
tion  “both  to  Jews  and  to  Greeks.”  Repentance 
and  faith  are  the  basis  of  the  messages  (verse 
21). 

THE  TEACHER’S  TASK  is  made  clear  in 
verse  28-32.  The  leaders  of  the  Church  at 
Ephesus  had  a  tremendous  responsibility.  Their 
roles  had  been  given  them  Ity  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Paul’s  advice  to  them  is  quite  clear. 

First,  learn  and  live  the  lessons  to  be  taught. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


May  28,  1987  - 
June  15,  1987 
MEMORIALS 

Henry  C.  Allen 
Raymond  S.  Martin,  Jr. 
James  E.  Anstin 
Carl  a  Shirley  Lowry 
Niles  Antry 
Mrs.  James  M.  Ellis 
Mrs.  Effie  Bailey 
Union  Baptist  Church 
Robert  Ball 
The  Lewis  Bufords 
Mrs.  Buford  Banks 
Myrtle,  Dorothy,  Audry 
Spurgeon 
Robert  Bardo 
‘The  Defenbaugh  Family” 
Mrs.  Iva  D.  Barlow 
Mrs.  Gladys  Ashley 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Glen  Smith 
WUbnn  Bench 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  John  C.  Bell 
Mr.  Joe  A.  Benton 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  David  E.  Gaddis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Michiel  C.  Gaddis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Mr.  W.  P.  Bishop 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Kenneth  a  Scott 
Mrs.  Leona  Bond 
Darrell  a  Polly  Dickens 
Joe  a  June  Sh^rd 
Mr.  Bowie 

Mike  a  Kathy  Nipper 
Mr.  Chester  Breazeale 
Ladies  s3  SS,  Philadelphia 
Mr.  W.  A.  Breedlove 
The  Ruth  Class,  FBC,  TUpelo 
Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Brock 
Rev.  a  Mrs.  J.  P.  Brock  a 
Family 

Mrs.  Eula  Brookshire 
The  Jim  Barham  Fhmily 
Leo  Brown 

Jeanne  Y.  Smith  Ihpp 
Oree  Bryant 
Sue  a  Ray  Busby 
G.  C.  Y.  Bobbye  Hankins 
George  J.  Buckner 
Mrs.  Erma  E.  Hunt 
Mr.  Coyce  Bulkin 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Dennis  Gordy 
Forest  Burge 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Buddy  Burge 
Mrs.  Irene  Byrum 
Philathea  Sunday  School. 
Greenwood 

Sisters  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Carter 
Leo  Owens  a  Family 
Mrs.  PearBe  Castle 
Bank  of  Hollandale,  Ofncers 
asuff 

Mrs.  Hester  (Irene)  Collier 
Mrs  J.  O.  (Wendalll  Sanders 
Sara  Caihim 
Clarice  S.'Pittman 
Mrs.  Emma  Cask 
Dee  a  Rea  Stribling 
Amanda  Joy  Coward 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bill  Triplett  a 
Patricia 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bobby  Kirk 
Grace  Can 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jimmy  Layer 
Mrs.  8.  M.  Crain 
Mrs.  Roy  E  Fowles 
Lonnie  L.  Cross 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Loftin 
Dorothy  Dedeaax 
Fidete  Sunday  School, 
Poptarville 
Mr.  Delgaddto 
Mike  a  Kathy  Nipper 
Mrs.  Minnie  Darman 
Vhle  Street  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  L.  C.  Edwards 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Rufus  Graves 
Bobby  Joe  Walker 
Bill,  Norma.  Cathy  a  Eddie 
Walker 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Brown 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Havard 
Mrs.  Moatye  EMwards 
Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  Joe  ElUngton 
Mrs.  Peggy  Shuckrow 
William  a  Murry  Evans 
(ThesUne  Engell 
Edr.  a  Mrs.  J.  Sam  Lackey 
Mrs.  L.  V.  Evans 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Johnny  M.  Fox 
Mrs.  Stanley  Turner 
Lewis  Evans 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  William  R.  (Bill) 
Stanley 

Mrs.  R.  S.  (Bob)  Everard 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Henry  Lipsey 
Mr.  H.  F.  Fitzgerald 
Dr  a  Mrs.  Glen  D.  Gates 
Mrs.  Edna  Foster 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Norris  Wray 
Mr.  Ray  Fuller.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Dot  Shaw  a  Family 
Mr.  Murphy  Gant 
Mrs.  Alma  Fultz 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Dennis  Steen 
Mr.  Gary  Gilliland 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Vanlandingham 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Wayne  Smith 
Mrs.  Edna  Gray 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  William  E 
Thompson 
Mrs.  Bessie  Halford 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Rufus  Graves 
L.  G.  Hankins 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  W.  C.  Dansby 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  William  R.  (BiU) 
Stanley 

Mr.  Aabrey  L.  Hannah 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Ibmmy  A.  Waits 
Mr.  Ottis  Hardin 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Ed  Sanford 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 
Knight's  Farm  Supply,  Inc. 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome, 
Jr. 

.  Mrs.  Katherine  Hargon 

(Curtis  a  Elizabeth  Kennedy 
John  H.  Hathcock 
Ellison  United  Methodist 
Oiurch 
Bud  Moore 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  William  Brown 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  A.  J.  Davis 
(3)ris  Newman 
Mary  Elizabeth  Reese 
Helen  a  Mike  Lammons 
Mrs.  Nell  Gordon  Head 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  (^rl  Draughn 
W.  A.  Henley 
Mrs.  Ruth  B.  Purser 
W.  A.  (Bud)  Henley 
Helen  a  Mike  Lammons 
Mr.  Archie  Hinton 
Patricia  Walston 
BerUa  Hodge 
Young  Married  SS,  Slate 
Springs 

Vardaman  Holbrook 
Katie  M.  Hays 
Mr.  Ben  F.  HoH 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett  < 
Mrs.  Sam  M  Bailey 
Hazel  Ruff 
Mrs.  Horgan 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Mrs.  Katborine  Horgan 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
W.  H.  Horn 

Mr.  a  Mrs  James  L.  Parker 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Herman  Mason 
Mr.  BUI  Hubbard 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Henry  Upsey 


Mrs.  Marguarite  Hubbard 
Soiuiy  a  Barbara 
Montgomery 
Mr.  Lewis  G.  Huff 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  E.  N.  Ross.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Marion  D.  Hutson 
Rev.  a  Mrs.  J.  P.  Brock  k 
Family 

WUUam  J.  Ireland 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  James  E  Carter 
Mrs.  Effie  Jackson 
Franklin  a  Martha  Raybmn 
Mrs.  Fannie  James 
Winnie  Carlisle  a  Family 
Miss  Dorothy  Jones 
William  a  Murry  Evans 
Mr.  Hugh  Gerald  Jones 
Ibmmy  k  Audean  (Alston 
Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Jones 
Harold  Wilson 
Mrs.  P.  P.  KeUis 
Mrs.  Hazel  Flora 
Mr.  P.  P.  Kellis 
Mr  a  Mrs  Earl  Flora 
Maude  Alma  King 
Mrs.  Robert  D.  Hart  a 
Family 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Kirk 
Annie  Mae  Burt 
Shaun  P.  Knight 
Fl<>yd  a  Melba  Howard 
Mrs.  Bill  (MolUe  Ruth)  Knox 
Franklin  k  Martha  Rayburn 
Mrs.  Janice  Lynn  Lang 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Percy  Beach 
Mrs.  Lynn  Lang 
Philp  M.  a  Evelyn  Smith 
Mr.  J.  E  Lawrence.  Sr. 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Gurlie  Malone 
Mrs.  Virginia  Ledlow 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Roy  Phillips 

Mrs.  Earl  Lee 
Juanita  Lee 
Mrs.  R7G.  Letourneau 
Louis  a  Elzene  Bell 
Mrs.  Cody  Mangum 
Elsie  B.  McLemore 
Mr.  Marvin  Manning 
Floyd  a  Melba  Howard 
Dennis  Mathte 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  C.  C.  Shadrach 
Mr.  Chester  McAlexander 
Mr  a  Mrs.  C.  C.  Shadrach 
Mr.  E.  H.  McAlpin 
Miss  Mary  E^th  Waggoner 
Mrs.  Buford  Waggoner 
H.  E  McOuer.  Jr. 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Ralph  Gray 

Mrs.  Lois  Harbour  .McCormick 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Clay  McGaugh 
Mrs.  Ray  Bradford 
Bill  McGehee 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Roy  Cliburn 
Mildred  Lorraine  .McKnighI 
Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 
Anthony  McMullen 
Gladjw  McMullen 
Davey  Ray  MiUer 
Bo^  Joe  Walker 
Bill.  Norma.  Cathy  a  Eddie 
Walker 

Douglas  C.  Miller 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Wayne  Smith 
Kristy  Miller 
R.  B.  Hill 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphey,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Juanita  C.  Coleman 
Mr.  C.  H.  Murphey,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Maude  Orr 
Mr.  C.  H.  Murphey 
Bess  a  Jeanne  Merrill 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Murphey,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Venice  M.  Peeples 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Thompson 
GranvIUe  Myrich 
First  Baptist  Church, 
Kosciusko 


Sonny  Nall 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  BUI  West 
Frances  Narman 
Earl  Bird  Walkers 
Laura  Norris 
Barbara  Gann 
Doris  Oden 

Mr.  a  Mrs  W.  W  Watkins 
Mrs.  Minnie  Palmer 
R.  J<>yce  Alford 
Mrs.  Ruth  Prince  Parks 
Mrs.  Frank  (ToUins 
Ted  a  Nancy  Skipper  k 
Family 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  L.  P  Prince 
Mrs.  F.  S.  WhitTieid 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Jernigan,  Jr. 
Aubrey  Jernigan  a  Family 
Mrs.  DoUie  Lanier 
Shu(]ualak  Baptist  (Thurch 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  August  Miller 
Coyt  Payne 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Payne 
Mrs.  Anna  Bell  Pearson 
Mrs.  Lela  Hilbun 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Winston  Wade 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Denson  Hilbun 
Mrs.  Mildred  PhiUips 
Miss  Bessie  Weaver 
Mrs.  Winnie  Pickle 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Ed  Stanford 
Mrs.  Norene  West 
Mr.  Gregory  Pierce 
Margueritte  Howell 
Alan  Pittman 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  R.  L.  HoUimon 
Mr.  J.  H.  (BiU)  PoE 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Henry  Lipsey 
G.  Morrison  Pollen 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Daniel  Lee 
Mr.  WUUam  Porter 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Power 
Mrs.  Cleo  Powell 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Richard  V.  Ellis 
Susan  Prichard 
The  Jim  Barham  Family 
Daniel  W.  Prouty 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Mike  Werne 
MUdred  W.  Puckett 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Newman 

Mrs.  MUdred  Puckett 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Davis  V.  Riley 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Hardy  R. 
Denham,  Sr. 

John  Leighton  Pullen 
Ladies  I  Sunday  School, 
Meadville 

Mrs.  Hubert  RatUff,  8r. 

Dr.  a  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Bozeman 
Mrs.  Addle  Reid 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Robert  E. 

Denson.  Sr. 

Mrs.  N.  E.  Reno,  Sr. 

Hopewell  Baptist  Church 
R.  K.  Rice 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hollingsworth 
W.  A.  a  Deforis  Duiuway 
Callie  D.  Chism  Simday 
School 

R.  K.  Rice.  Jr. 

Mr.  a  Mrs.  Woodson 
(Campbell 
W.  A.  Rigdon 
Elsie  Burris 
Mrs.  Frances  Roby 
Elsie  E  McLemore 
Mr.  Alton  Rodgers 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Thtry  (Champion 
a  Wendy 

Oneva  C.  Rounsaville 
Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Margie  Russell 
Mr.  a  Mrs  Fred  L.  (Gaddis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  David  E.  Gaddis 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Michiel  C.  Gaddis 
Ethic  Rutland 
Gordon  a  Bettye  R.  Price 
Mr.  Charles  Sahbatini 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Wayne  Smith 
Mrs.  Zona  E  Sargent 
Mrs.  E.  E  Norwood 
Mrs.  Frankie  Scpaugh 
Mrs.  Gladys  Hales 
Mr  a  Mrs  C.  H  Melton  ^ 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  J.  C  Stennett 
Mrs.  Frank  E  Hutton 
Frank  Shawblosky 
Helen  C.  CaroUo 
Floyd  Sbeaffer 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Roy  Cliburn 
Ray  Shepherd 

Kenneth  Pounders  a  Family 
Mrs.  Catherine  Bentley  Short 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Raymond  L. 
Craig,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Nan  Smith 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  James  Land 
Mrs.  Monnie  Spidle 
OUie  a  Lottie  Vera  Haynes 
Mr.  Edgar  SUII 
Mrs.  Nathan  (Sue)  Legge 
Mrs.  Betty  Stover 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Bobby  J.  Bunton 
Mrs.  Mary  Barry  Swain 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Millard  Hubbard 


THE  VILLAGE 
NEEDS 

HOUSEPARENTS 

The  Village  has  an  acute  need  for 
Housepafents  to  work  directly  with  children  in 
supervision  and  guidance.  We  especially  need 
female  houseparents  (preferably  age  30  or 
above  with  no  dependents). 

IF  INTERESTED  PLEASE  CALL 
MR.  HENRY  M.  GLAZE 
EXECUTIVE  ASSISTANT,  PROGRAMS 
(601)  922-2242 

NEW  BUDGET  ADOPTED 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  under  the  direction  of  Jim¬ 
my  Hollingsworth,  President  met  in  the  Board  room 
on  The  India  Nunnery  Campus  Tuesday,  June  23, 
1987  for  their  quarterly  meeting.  Fourteen  of  the  fif¬ 
teen  elected  Trustees  were  present.  Among  multi¬ 
ple  items  of  business  discussed  Trustees  evaluated 
carefully  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  previous 
fiscal  year,  heard  recommendations  relative  to 
needs  and  projections  from  Executive  Director,  Paul 
N.  Nunnery,  and  adopted  an  operational  budget 
goal  of  $2,065,000.00  for  the  fiscal  year  July  1, 
1987-June  30, 1988.  This  will  call  for  $5,657.53  dai¬ 
ly  to  minister  to  six  hundred  different  boys  and  girls. 

The  Village  receives  16-18%  of  Its  annual  budget 
via  The  Cooperative  Program,  the  primary  mission 
channel  for  Mississippi  Baptists.  Other  sources  of 
income  include  designated  individual,  group  and 
church  gifts,  parental  support,  investment  income 
and  responses  to  a  direct  mail  campaign  to  friends 
of  The  Village  at  Easter,  Back  to  School  and 
Christmas.  Each  year  some  devises  and  bequests 
supply  part  of  the  Income. 


Mr.  Jim  -Didlwk 
Fnrest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  IMmdaiti  IbdlMk 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  *  Mrs.  B  D.  (Raby) 
Thihert 

Minnie  Westbrooks 
Mrs.  Eloise  Diggs  IVrry 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Raymond  L. 
Craig,  Jr. 

Mist  Eloise  Thompson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
The  C.  R.  Thonut  Fhmily 
Rev.  Donald  Ibomey 
Mrs  C.  E  Merrill 
Miss  Jeanne  Merrill 
Mrs.  Lonisc  Ttamril 
Eula  Youngblood 
Mrs.  David  TVammell 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Handwerker 
Mrs.  David  IVammeil,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Nathan  (Sue)  Legge 
Dr.  Neboo  Tyrowe,  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Henry  Lipsey 
Ibm  Uziie 

Mr.  Ii  Mrs.  Wayne  B<n 
Vbglc  Vaocc 
Norene  West  A  Fhmily 
Wiboa  VIrdco.  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  R.  Carter 
Mr.  A.  C  Wahcr 
Floyd  (Chuck)  k  Melba 
Howard 


James  Walker 
Mrs.  J.  N.  McGraw 
Mrs.  Mary  Wabk 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Glena  Watson 
Oscar  L.  Mitchell 
.Mr.  Marshall  Watson 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Ihmmy  A.  Waits 
Mr.  Albert  Welch 
Mrs.  Joyce  MiUer 
Mrs.  Brock  A.  Craft 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dennis  Dean  k 
Girb 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Henry  S.  Milner 
Bill  White 

Ibm  k  Ann  Brittain 
Deceased  WML'  members  of 
WbHesand  BC 
The  Bible  Study  Group, 
Prentiss 
Mr.  Jim  WhHIey 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Robert  E 
Denson.  Sr. 

CecU  Whitten 
Mrs.  Pate  Brown.  Sr. 

X  E.  WHIiamson 
Mary  Eugenia  Martin  k 
Girb 

Mr.  H.  A.  WUson 
Arlington  Heights  Baptut 
Church 
WIN  D.  WUsan 
Mis.  Win  D.  Wibon 


Mrs.  Lyda  Ward 
Mr  *  Mrs  T.  C.  Smith 
Mr  k  Mrs  Carl  Draughn 


HONORS 


Mrs.  Marie  Barton 
Rev  k  Mrs  Randle  Pots 
Dr.  T.  N.  Braddock 
CaUie  O.  Ihylor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  H.  Bryan,  Sr. 

CaUie  D  Ihylor 
Mis.  Charles  Fnigham 
Rev.  A  Mrs  Randle  Pass 
Mr.  D.  M.  Hancock 
The  Ibmmy  Hancock  Fhmily 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Cwin  H.  Middleton 
Callie  D.  Ihylor 
Mr.  Glenn  MnlUns 
Connie  Jackson 
Mr.  I.  J.  Dales 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gottlon  L  Oates 
Mzs.  W.  T.  (Bill)  Phelps 
Mary  Frances  Wyatt 
Mrs.  AIttc  Jaac  SpeU 
Alathaan  Sunday  School, 
CoUiM 
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- Devotional  - 

Spiritual  athletics 


By  Jerry  Dale  Pattersoa 

As  I  travel  around  Oxford,  It  is  a  rare  thing  ftH*  me  not  to  see  someone  run¬ 
ning.  Ilus  is  an  indication  of  the  concern  people  have  fw  physical  health.  We 


South  Carolina  president 


know  some  of  the  benefits  ol  physical  training.  Running  helps  the  lungs,  the 
H|HB||||||||H  heart,  the  blood  pressure,  and  the  waistline  (I  certainly 
could  use  some  help  there).  Whra  you  exercise  regularly, 
you  feel  b^ter.  All  (rf  us,  scnne  mwe  than  others,  are  crni- 
HF  cemed  about  our  physical  fitness.  Paul  lived  in  a  similar 

time  as  our  own  from  this  standpoint.  The  young  men  of 
his  generation  wanted  to  keep  thar  bodies  in  the  best  possi- 
ble  condition.  They  were  very  interested  in  athletics.  We 
have  the  Olympic  Games  to  bear  testimony  to  their  interest 
^  ^ping  their  bodies  in  good  shape. 

Paul  referred  to  the  exercises  a  person  did  to  keep  his 
Patterson  body  healthy  in  a  letter  to  a  young  preacher,  Timothy. 
Notice  what  he  said: 

TVoin  yourself  to  be  godly.  For  physical  training  is  of 'some  value  but 
godliness  has  value  for  all  things,  holding  promise  for  both  the  present  life 
and  life  to  come.  I  Timothy  4:7-8  (New  International  Version).  Paul  was  say¬ 
ing  to  Timothy  to  do  some  spiritual  athletics  as  well  as  physical  exacise.  In 
connection  with  this  thought,  I  want  us  te  consider  three  questions. 

The  first  question  is,  “Why  are  sj^tual  athletics  impMtant?.”  The  answer 
is  that  they  do  much  good.  Physical  training  does  some  good.  1  have  already 
menti<med  some  of  the  things  it  does.  However,  all  physical  training  is  tran- 
sitOTy.  It  is  good  for  here  and  now,  but  does  nothing  fwr  eternity.  In  comparison 
to  this,  spiritual  training  does  good  both  now  and  for  eternity. 

The  second  question  is,  “Since  spiritual  athletics  are  important,  what  are 
they?”  The  context  of  Paul’s  letter  lists  several  things.  One  thing  is  living  a 
life  that  is  an  example.  Another  is  reading,  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Another  is  encouragement.  It  invtrives  teaching  others.  It  certainly  involves 
spending  much  time  in  prayer  trying  to  determine  the  will  of  God  for  your  life 

The  third  question  is,  “What  are  the  results  of  spiritual  athletics?”  Again 
the  context  tells  us.  In  I  Timothy  4:16,  Paul  wrote: 

Persevere  in  them,  because  if  you  do,  you  will  save  both  yourself  and  your 
hearers  (New  International  Version). 

It  does  something  for  you;  it  involves  your  salvation.  This  involves  not  on¬ 
ly  salvation  for  the  next  life,  but  salvation  in  this  life.  If  means  a  completion, 
wholepeSMtSJi/^  that  is  pleasing  to  God.  Moreover,  it  will  result  in  the  same 
things  for  otters.  We  ir\fluence  others  for  good  or  bad.  Spiritual  exercise  will 
assure  that  the  influence  is  for  good. 

Jerry  Dale  Patterson  is  pastor.  I^mple  Heights  Church,  Oxford. 


State  presidents  should 
take  ^bridge  building’  rule 


ST.  LDUIS  —  Prayer  requests  for  in-  ing  solutions  to  denominational  con- 
creased  commitment  to  the  troversy,  grew  primarily  out  of  an 
Cooperative  Program,  for  Partner-  April,  1985  prayer  retreat  of  that 
ship  Missions,  for  churches  in  group, 
economic  difficulty  and  for  peace  in  . 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  ^  desire  that  this  group  not 
highlighted  a  Monday  evening  dinner  a  pohti^  oi^nizaUon,  Mid 

meeting  of  the  Baptist  State  Conven-  president  of  the 

tion  Presidents  Fellowship  prior  to  the  feUowship  and^nhon  president  m 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  last  MiM^sippi.  Our  purpose  is  to  pro¬ 
month  in  St.  Louis  fellowship,  cooperation,  and 

The  fellowship  began  in  1985  when  reconciliation  within  the  convenUon.” 
Charles  Pickering  of  Laurel,  then  Gunn  said  he  considered  it 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  “premature”  for  the  fellowship  to  res- 
Convention,  contacted  other  state  con-  pond  directly  to  the  Peace  Committee 
vention  presidents  to  discuss  ways  to  report  since  it  would  not  be  released 
achieve  reconciliation  in  the  divided  until  IXiesday  momiqg  and  would  not 
SBC.  be  presented  to  the  convention  until 

The  idea  tor  the  SBC  Peace  Com-  Tliesday  night.  However,  members  of 
mittee,  charged  with  the  task  of  seek-  the  group  did  express  appreciation  to 


to  priority  of 


By  Linda  Lav»on  cu  ciiipiiaM*  upon  miegniy,  ne  saio 

noting  the  need  to  admit  where  pro 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  future  will  be  as  great  as  our  past,”  blems  exist  and  to  take  measures  tt 

Baptists  can  have  a  future  as  great  as  said  Drummond.  correct  past  mistakes, 

their  past  in  evangelizing  the  world.  Tracing  the  history  of  Southern  Harrell’s  neighbw  to  the  north,  SBC 
but  it  will  require  a  hard  look  at  the  Baptists  and  the  Sunday  School  I^eace  Committee  member  and  Nortl 
present  and  a  “heart  commitment”  to  Board,  Drummond  said  evangelism  Carolina  Baptist  Convention  Fhesi 
the  priority  of  evangelism,  a  has  been  “the  heartbeat  and  the  heart  dent  William  Poe  of  Charlotte  alsc 
seminary  professor  said.  cry.”  stressed  the  need  for  “bridge 

“I  cannot  lead  my  students  to  lead  “Evangelism  has  permeated  every  building.”  Poe  said  that  in  his  state  el 
people  to  Christ  if  I  do  not  lead  peo-  facet  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  up  fwts  have  been  made  to  bring  pastors 
pie  to  Christ,”  said  Lewis  Drummond,  to  the  present  moment,”  he  said.  He  on  both  sides  of  the  SBC  controvers> 
the  Billy  Graham  professor  of  cited  books  published  by  the  board  in-  “eyeball  to  eyeball”  with  each  other 
evangelism  at  Southern  Seminary  in  eluding  “Building  the  Standard  Sun-  Jerry  Oakley,  president  of  the  Ten- 
Louisville,  Ky.  “Th^  must  see  in  us  day  School”  by  Arthur  Flake  in  1922,  nessee  Baptist  C^onvention,  said  his 
a  commitment  to  action.  Let’s  lay  the  “Christian  Witnessing”  by  Frank  state  has  the  “dubious  honor  ”  of  be 
foundation  again.”  Leavell  in  1932,  “Using  the  Sunday  ing  home  to  many  leaders  on  both 

Drummond  spoke  during  the  96th  School  in  Evangelism”  by  Leonard  sides  of  the  SBC  division, 
anniversary  observance  of  the  Sanderson  in  1958  and  “New  l^ta-  “But  we  get  along  fine  in  oiir  state," 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  ment  Evangelism”  by  Herschel  Oakley  said.  “Let  us  pray  those  feel 
Board  on  the  board  s  contributions  to  Hobbs  in  1960.  ings  within  the  state  are  transplanted 

evangelism.  He  noted  the  number  of  tracts  pro-  to  the  national  level.” 

He  urged  Sou^m  Baptists  to  learn  duced  by  the  board  and  distributed  Several  convention  presidents  from 
from  the  experiences  of  British  Bap-  through  churches  increased  from  3.2  states  that  have  traditionally  relied  on 
tists  and  become  relevant  to  today’s  million  in  1944  to  13  million  in  1953.  farming,  agribusiness,  and  oil  and  gas 
world.  Drummond,  who  taught  at  “Only  God  can  record  what  the  lit-  production  requested  prayer  for  hur- 
Spurgeon  s  College  in  London,  said  the  tie  tract  has  meant  in  evangelism,”  ting  people  and  for  opportunities  tc 
strong  evangelistic  thrust  of  Baptists  said  Drummond.  minister  to  them, 

in  Great  Britain  was  blunted  by  ur-  He  said  the  “Million  More  in  ’54  A  number  of  these  same  convention 
banization,  secularization,  and  campaign  led  to  inevitable  quips  by  presidents  pledged  that,  in  spite  of 
humanism  which  also  threaten  the  some,  keep  them  alive  in  ’55.”  economic  setbacks,  their  states  re- 

Christian  movement  in  the  United  “We  did,  you  know.  We  reached  the  main  committed  to  the  principle  of 
States.  mountain  oeak  in  1955  and  loss  in  Hividino  D«.AA«.n«w« 
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